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Sustainable Development International Cooperation Science Program
2026 Calls for Proposals (the second round) 
I. Background
To implement a more open, inclusive, mutually beneficial, and shared international science and technology cooperation strategy, promote the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs), and contribute to building a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind, the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) is collaborating with international organizations and research funding agencies from various countries to launch the Sustainable Development International Cooperation Science Program (SDIC). This initiative aims to facilitate bilateral and multilateral international exchanges and cooperation, and to jointly conduct scientific research addressing global challenges.
This guideline calls for strategic cooperative research projects and strategic exchange projects initiated by Chinese researchers.
II. Overall Scientific Objectives
The 17 SDGs of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are interconnected, mutually reinforcing, yet also create trade-offs. A systematic understanding of the synergies and conflicts among the SDGs is of great significance for achieving a balanced integration of the three core dimensions of sustainable development, i.e., economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection.
Achieving sustainable development is the core mission of global governance and building a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind. The SDIC program focuses on the key goals of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and conducts cross-border, interdisciplinary systematic research centered around two main themes: “addressing common global challenges” and “advancing strategic priority areas.” The aim is to advance sustainable development from scientific understanding to practical pathways. 
The program will focus on conducting multi-level, multi-scenario integrated research to promote the development of replicable and scalable sustainable development models, thereby supporting the construction of a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind and providing scientific decision-making foundations for relevant countries and regions to achieve sustainable development.
III. Priority Research Areas
The current Call aims to address major scientific questions related to key global sustainable development challenges, including Climate change, Life and Health, Energy and Environment, and Agricultural Sustainability, and to support collaborative research and exchanges between Chinese and international researchers. The research conducted in this Call for proposals should emphasize systems science and interdisciplinary integration. Priority will be given to systemic research that takes climate change as the core driver and links sustainable development across multiple fields. Applicants are encouraged to integrate approaches such as observation, modeling, big data, artificial intelligence, and social governance to reveal the coupling mechanisms of compound risks and propose adaptive solutions.
i) Coupling mechanisms and assessment of urban climate, ecosystems, and health (Applicants should select a second-tier application code of C, D or H in the “Application Code 1” column). 
This thematic area aims to focus on typical cities and urban agglomerations worldwide, elucidate the critical pathways and thresholds through which climate change impacts urban population health, develop dynamic assessment models for urban climate-health risks, and propose scalable solutions for building climate-resilient healthy cities. Thematic focus may include: the impact mechanisms of extreme climate events (e.g., heatwaves, heavy rainfall and flooding) and extreme environmental events (e.g., haze, air pollution) on the physical and mental health of urban residents; coupling mechanisms between urban blue-green spatial patterns and processes, urban climate and ecosystem resilience, public health, and their protective systems; risk early warning and prevention strategies for urban infectious disease transmission under climate change; the exposure-response relationships and lag effects between meteorological risks and diseases such as cardiovascular, cerebrovascular, and respiratory conditions; synergistic governance models for urban-rural ecological environments and population health.
ii) Reconstruction of urban socio-technical metabolic systems and health co-benefits. (Applicants should select a second-tier application code of D, E, G or H in the “Application Code 1” column).
This thematic area aims to focus on typical cities and urban agglomerations worldwide, develop an urban metabolism-health nexus database and decision-support tools, and propose a comprehensive reconstruction framework for health-prioritized urban metabolic systems. Thematic focus may include: the interaction mechanisms between urban energy, water, food, and waste metabolic systems and population health; quantitative analysis of the health co-benefits of metabolic reconstruction measures such as clean energy substitution, safe drinking water assurance, optimization of healthy food supply chains, and household waste sorting and resource recovery; construction of environment-economy-health multi-objective optimization models; and the design of just transition pathways to avoid negative impacts of metabolic reconstruction on vulnerable populations.
iii) Climate change and public health. (Applicants should select a second-tier application code of D, G or H in the “Application Code 1” column). 
This thematic area aims to develop a multi-scale coupled model of climate change-infectious disease transmission, create a cross-border public health risk early warning system, and establish internationally applicable technical indicators for climate-adaptive public health prevention and control, as well as a transnational cooperative mechanism for shared infectious disease prevention and intervention. Thematic focus may include: climate warming and extreme weather impacts on the distribution and transmission dynamics of infectious diseases (vector-borne, waterborne, zoonotic, respiratory, etc.); associations between pathogen variation, ecological host migration, and human exposure risk under climate change; joint monitoring, early warning, and emergency response systems for cross-border climate-related public health events; and optimal design of climate-adaptive public health infrastructure.
iv) Energy security under climate change. (Applicants should select a second-tier application code of D,  E or G in the “Application Code 1” column). 
This thematic area aims to reveal the bidirectional feedback mechanisms between climate change and energy systems, establish an energy-climate coupled simulation and risk forecasting platform, and propose international cooperation solutions for energy system transitions that balance security, low-carbon objectives, and economic viability. Thematic focus may include: systematic impacts of climate change on energy supply and demand systems (fossil fuels, renewable energy, grid security); synergistic pathways for low-carbon energy transition and climate emission reduction; vulnerability assessment and resilience enhancement technologies for energy systems under extreme climate events; and synergistic mechanisms for transnational energy cooperation and climate governance.
v) Agro-food sustainability under climate change. (Applicants should select a second-tier application code of C or D in the “Application Code 1” column). 
This thematic area aims to clarify the core constraints through which climate change affects regional agricultural production capacity, construct a climate-adaptive yield stability prediction and risk early warning system, develop and promote cross-border collaborative climate-smart agriculture solutions. Thematic focus may include: the impact mechanisms of extreme climate disasters and altered temperature and precipitation patterns on the growth, development, yield, and quality of staple food crops; cross-border transmission patterns of agricultural pests and diseases under climate change and green prevention and control technologies; cross-border allocation of agricultural water and land resources and optimization of climate-adaptive cropping systems; and cross-border promotion of climate-resilient agricultural technologies and collaborative food supply chain security mechanisms.
IV. Funding Plan
i) Project Types
1. Strategic Cooperative Research Projects include two categories: Capacity Building Projects and Key Projects.
Capacity Building Projects aim to support Chinese and international researchers in cultivating collaborative partnerships, and may involve various forms of research and exchange activities, including collaborative research and mutual visits.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Projects aim to fund Chinese and international researchers in conducting collaborative research in selected fields, jointly cultivating outstanding scientific and technological talent, addressing regional scientific challenges, and enhancing regional research capacity and global influence.
2. Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects include two categories: Young Scientist Exchange Programs and International Symposium Programs.
Young Scientist Exchange Programs aim to support young researchers from multiple countries in establishing interdisciplinary and cross-regional collaborative networks, broaden the international perspectives of Chinese and international young researchers, and build future-oriented scientific cooperation and exchange mechanisms. Program applicants and primary participants should be predominantly young scientists with members under 45 years of age accounting for no less than 80%, and should reflect interdisciplinary and cross-regional characteristics. During program implementation, the applicant, international collaborators, and key Chinese and international participants should conduct annual mutual visits, engaging in extensive and in-depth exchange activities in various forms, including academic visits, lectures, courses, summer schools, or joint graduate student training.
International Symposium Programs aim to bring together renowned domestic and international scholars to discuss major scientific issues, advance scientific development, and address global challenges, as well as provide a high-level, interdisciplinary, and international academic exchange platform for Chinese and international outstanding young scholars. The symposium should be no less than 2 days (excluding arrival and departure). Participants should come from at least 3 countries (regions), with approximately 30-50 attendees (excluding students), including Chinese and international renowned scholars with international influence. The proportion of international participants should be no less than 30%, and the proportion of participants under 45 years of age should be no less than 50%.
ii) Funding Intensity and Scale
The current Call aims to fund approximately 23 Capacity Building Projects with a maximum of RMB 600,000 in direct costs per project;  approximately 15 Key Projects with a maximum of RMB 2,000,000 in direct costs per project; approximately 20 Young Scientist Exchange Projects with a maximum of RMB 300,000 per project; and approximately 5 International Symposium Projects with a maximum of RMB 300,000 per project.
iii) Project Duration
1. The funding period for Capacity Building Projects and Key Projects is 3 years; the research duration in the application should be specified as January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2029. 
2. The funding period for Young Scientist Exchange Programs is 3 years; the research duration in the application should be specified as January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2029. 
3. The funding period for International Symposium Programs is 1 year; the research duration in the application should be specified as January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027.
V. Criteria and Principles for Project Selection
i) Project applications should aim to achieve two or more UN SDGs, addressing practical challenges faced by relevant countries in sustainable development and identifying fundamental scientific questions for research.
ii) Exploratory research at the frontiers of science is encouraged, with priority given to original research involving new concepts, theories, methods, and technologies.
iii) Project applications should emphasize the training of young researchers and the development of multilateral international cooperation networks.
iv) Joint applications from research teams from different disciplinary fields are encouraged to promote interdisciplinary research.
VI. Application Guidance
i) Strategic Cooperative Research Projects
Strategic cooperative research projects of the SDIC program fall under the category of International (Regional) Collaborative Research Projects.
1. Eligibility Criteria
1) The Chinese applicants should hold a senior professional technical position (or equivalent title) and, as principal investigator, be currently undertaking or have previously undertaken a NSFC research project with a duration of three years or longer.
2) International research partners should be engaged in scientific research overseas, hold professional technical positions or titles equivalent to associate professor or above in their home country (or region), and independently lead a laboratory or a major research project. Collaboration with high-level researchers from scientifically and technologically developed countries is encouraged.
3) The number of Chinese cooperative institutions shall not exceed 2.
4) For more detailed information on applicant eligibility, please refer to the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs.
2. Limits on Parallel Applications
1) Applications to “Capacity-building Projects” and “Key Projects” are not counted toward the limit of “two projects in total that may be applied for or undertaken by individuals holding senior professional technical positions (or equivalent titles).”
2) An applicant may apply for only one international (regional) cooperative research project in the same year.
3) PIs currently undertaking an international (regional) cooperative research project are not eligible to apply for another international (regional) cooperative research project, except for projects whose funding period expires in the year of application.
4) Other limits on the number of applications as stipulated in the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs.
ii) Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects
Strategic cooperative exchange projects of the SDIC program fall under the category of International (Regional) Exchange and Cooperation Projects.
1. Eligibility Criteria
1) The Chinese applicants should hold a senior professional technical position (or equivalent title) and must be the PI or a key participant (must obtain consent from the PI of the ongoing project) of an on-going NSFC research project (excluding exchange projects) with a duration of 3 years or longer that is scheduled to conclude on or after December 31, 2027.
2) International research partners should be engaged in scientific research overseas, hold professional technical positions or titles equivalent to associate professor or above in their home country (or region), and independently lead a laboratory or a major research project. Collaboration with high-level researchers from scientifically and technologically developed countries is encouraged.
3) For more detailed information on applicant eligibility, please refer to the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs.
2. Limits on Parallel Applications
1) Applications to the “Cooperative Exchange Projects” and “Seminar Projects” are not counted toward the limit of “two projects in total that may be applied for or undertaken by individuals holding senior professional technical positions (or equivalent titles).”
2) Applications to the “Cooperative Exchange Projects” and “Seminar Projects” are not subject to the restriction that “an applicant may apply for only one project of the same type in the same year”.
3) The total number of SDIC projects applied for as an applicant and undertaken as a PI shall not exceed one, except for projects whose funding period expires in the year of application.
4) Other limits on the number of applications as stipulated in the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs.
iii) Notes for Applicant
1. Application Path
Applicants must log in to the NSFC Grants System (https://grants.nsfc.gov.cn/):
1) Select the “Project PI” user group to log in, then click “Online Application” to enter the application interface; click the “New Application” button to enter the science department selection interface, then click “Apply for General Departmental Projects” to enter the project category selection interface.
2) Click the “+” sign to the left of “International (Regional) Cooperative Exchange Projects” or the “Expand” button on the right to expand the dropdown menu.
3) To apply for the “Strategic Cooperative Research Projects”, click the “Fill in Application” button to the right of “Joint Research under Organizational Agreements”, then select “SDIC - Capacity-building Project” or “SDIC - Key Project” from the “Cooperation Agreement” dropdown menu.
4) To apply for “Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects”, click the “Fill in Application” button to the right of “Cooperative Exchange under Organizational Agreements”, “International (Regional) Academic Conference in China (under Organizational Agreements)”, or “Participation in Bilateral/Multilateral Academic Conference Abroad (Inter-Organizational Agreement Program)”, then select “Sustainable Development International Cooperation Program (SDIC)” from the “Cooperation Agreement” dropdown menu.
5) Enter the grant number of the on-going NSFC project undertaken by the applicant as required by the system. After passing the eligibility verification, you will enter the application form interface.
2. Application Instruction
In the “Chinese Abstract” section of the application, the applicant should first indicate which of the major funding directions listed in the “priority funding areas” of the current Call the application addresses.
3. Budget Preparation
Applicants should carefully review the budget preparation requirements in the Application Guidelines section of the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs, and strictly follow the requirements of the Measures for the Management of NSFC Funded Projects (Finance and Education [2021] No. 177) and the Instructions for Preparing the NSFC Project Budget Table to prepare the project budget truthfully and diligently.
For Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects, the budget is limited to “International Cooperative Exchange Expenses” and should be entered under Item 4 in the budget table. These projects do not have indirect costs. In the “Budget Justification” section, a detailed budget should be prepared based on the needs of each exchange year, covering international travel expenses (economy class), accommodation, meals, inter-city travel expenses for outgoing or incoming visitors, as well as conference expenses for bilateral workshops.
4. Appendix Documents
For applications for Capacity Building Projects or Key Projects, the applicant and the international collaborator shall jointly write an English proposal for Strategic Cooperative Research Projects (Appendix 1). For applications for Young Scientist Exchange Projects, the applicant and the international collaborator shall jointly write an English proposal for Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects (Appendix 2). The English proposal shall be uploaded to the “Annex” section of the Chinese application and submitted together. The international collaborator shall sign the English proposal or provide a confirmation letter bearing his/her own signature.
5. Collaborative Agreement
After the project is approved, the applicant must sign a collaborative agreement (Appendix 3) with the oversea PI, which should be bound at the end of the Research Plan for NSFC Awarded Projects and submitted together.
6. Submission of Application
Applicants should carefully read the requirements of this call, its appendices, and the 2026 NSFC Guide to Programs, complete and submit the project application and supporting materials online. Submission of a hard copy of the application is not required. After the project is approved, the signed signature page of the application (with the host institution’s seal) should be bound at the end of the Research Plan for NSFC Awarded Projects and submitted together. The information on the signed page must be strictly consistent with that in the electronic application.
7. Academic Exchange
To enhance academic exchange among projects and promote the formation of project clusters as well as multidisciplinary integration, the SDIC Program will regularly organize annual academic meetings for funded projects and may periodically hold academic workshops in relevant fields. The PIs of funded projects are obligated to attend and coordinate the participation of their international partners in these academic exchange activities organized by the SDIC Program’s Steering Committee and Management Team.
iv) Responsibilities of Host Institutions
Host institutions should verify the authenticity, completeness, and compliance of the application materials submitted by their applicants, as well as the relevance, policy compliance, and economic rationality of the proposed budget. This call falls under the paperless application process. Host institutions should submit the electronic applications and supporting documents for their applicants before the specified application deadline, and project application list is not required.
For matters concerning the submission of the Institutional Research Integrity Commitment Letter, please refer to the Announcement on Matters Related to 2026 NSFC Project Application and Finalization.
VII. Application Submission Period
The online application submission period is from June 5, 2026, to July 27, 2026, at 16:00 Beijing time. Applicants should notify the research management department of their host institution to confirm and submit the electronic application through the NSFC application system before the online application deadline.
VIII. Announcement of Funding Decisions
Funding decisions will be announced through the NSFC Science Information System by the end of 2026.
IX. Contact
NSFC Contact: Dr. WANG, Dr. RONG
Tel: +86-10-6232 8404
Email: wanglei1@nsfc.gov.cn, rongnh@nsfc.gov.cn
Information System Technical Support (Information Center): +86-10-62317474
Note: Applicants must strictly adhere to all requirements outlined in these guidelines when preparing their applications. Applications that do not meet the above requirements will not be considered. For inquiries, please contact the program contact person.
X. Appendices
1. Strategic Cooperative Research Projects Application Template
2. Strategic Cooperative Exchange Projects Application Template
3. Cooperation Agreement Template
Bureau of International Cooperation
National Natural Science Foundation of China
June 5, 2026
1 / 14

