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Abstract The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars is a special science fund established
by China to promote the growth of young scientific and technical talents, encourage overseas scholars to
return to work in China, and accelerate the cultivation of a group of outstanding academic leaders who enter
the forefront of science and technology in the world. This article briefly reviews the development history of
the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars, based on the analysis of funded projects from
1994 to 2018, it systematically summarizes the overall funding effect achieved in discovering and cultivating
high-level talents, promoting technological innovation and progress, and enhancing the international
influence of China’s basic research, and put forward relevant policy recommendations for the problems and

challenges faced in its development.
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