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Explorations and Advances of the Development of Interdisciplinary Sciences

DAI Yafei DU Quansheng PAN Qing CHEN Yongjun

(Department of Interdisciplinary Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing, 100085)

Abstract: The development and funding management of research in the interdisciplinary
sciences in China are facing many challenges. For example, research in the interdisciplinary
sciences urgently needs a long-term supporting mechanism, interdisciplinary researchers are
eager for innovative projects, and research achievements demands a rationalized evaluating
system. In order to tackle these challenges, promote in-depth development of interdisciplinary
studies and facilitate innovation of research in the basic sciences, the National Natural Science
Foundation of China established the Department of Interdisciplinary Science (DIS-NSFC) in
2020. The establishment of DIS-NSFC not only abides by the new development trend of science
and technology, but also serves as an important measure attempting to deepen the reform of
science fund. It helps to generate innovative breakthroughs and strengthen the talent
cultivation in the interdisciplinary sciences. Since its establishment, DIS-NSFC has conducted
a lot of studies on the development trend of research in the interdisciplinary sciences and
funding mechanisms at home and abroad. On this basis, DIS-NSFC has made a preliminary
exploration on the fund management mechanisms such as project funding mode and evaluating
method, and will gradually develop and improve the funding management mechanism in line
with the characteristics of research in the interdisciplinary sciences in the subsequent practice.
Finally, DIS-NSFC will build a “Chinese model” for the fund management mechanism of
research in the interdisciplinary sciences.

Keywords: research in the interdisciplinary sciences; Department of Interdisciplinary

Sciences; science fund management



