International (Regional) Cooperation and Exchange

In 2009, funding of international collaboration in NSFC will effectively implement the scientific concept of development, precisely hold on to the strategic position of science funding, and put into effect the NSFC Regulations, while focusing on the core task of science funding. It will make full use of international research resources, and continue to actively encourage undertakers of NSFC projects to conduct rewarding international cooperation and exchange, so as to boost the original innovative capabilities of basic research in China. In line with the overall planning of its Eleventh Five-Year Plan, NSFC will take personnel exchange as the basis of its international funding framework, substantial joint research as the priority, fully attracting and utilizing overseas resources to upgrade indigenous innovative capability as the target, and steadily pushing ahead strategic cooperation as the ultimate goal. NSFC will, in 2009, make steady headway in substantial cooperation with the USA in more areas, extend cooperation with Germany, UK, France and EU, consolidate cooperation with Russia, continue to strengthen collaboration with Japan, Korea, and international science funding organizations, and tap the possibilities of establishing cooperation with developing countries. 

Correspondingly, the following tasks will be given priority in 2009: 
(1) Continue to strengthen the organization and implementation of substantial joint research projects and facilitate researchers to make full use of global scientific and research resources; 
(2) Give full play to the key role of bi/multilateral cooperative agreements, consolidate strategic cooperation with overseas funding organizations, and plan and organize substantial joint research projects at higher level;
(3) Adopt the management of excellence approach, further improve the management regulation, standardize examination and approval procedures and strictly implement the budgeting system, so as to raise the managerial and funding efficiency and create a favorable environment for researchers to conduct international (regional) collaboration and exchange;
(4) Continue to perfect funding of international (regional) cooperation, major international (regional) cooperation and international conferences (including conferences and workshops within the agreement framework of NSFC and its partner funding agencies).

Please refer to NSFC website for detailed information concerning the requirements for applicants and management regulations of various programs, the main mission of the Bureau of International Cooperation (BIC), its organizational structure and related responsibilities, general information on the agreements signed between NSFC and its partners abroad, and the list of agreements. 

In 2009, applications for Major International (Regional) Cooperation Projects should still be submitted during NSFC’s concentrated application period. Applications for other categories of international (regional) cooperation programs shall avoid this period for submission except for special requirements. Guide to programs that NSFC jointly runs with overseas science funding organizations and scientific institutions will be published on NSFC website whenever necessary.

Project Categories

1. Joint Research Project
This program aims at encouraging NSFC grantees to participate in extensive international cooperation and exchange activities, promote scientific innovation, talent training and disciplinary build-up of the on-going NSFC projects, and enhance their research capability, so as to strive for breakthroughs in cutting edge areas. Meanwhile, it encourages scientists to maintain sound bi/multilateral relations with overseas science funding organizations and international organizations through the cooperation and exchange.

The Program funds Chinese scientists to carry out joint research with foreign scientists on subjects of common interests and relative to NSFC ongoing projects, through information and data exchange, personnel exchange as well as cooperation in lab activities. 

2. Major International (Regional) Joint Research Program

The strategic position of this program is to speed up the growth of original innovative capability and enhance international competitiveness of basic research in China through substantial joint research; to organize and participate in regional and global scientific activities in order to help Chinese scientific community and NSFC to have a proper place and voice in the international S&T innovation system, to foster and train a batch of distinguished scientists of international influence at the forefront of science, and to consolidate the cooperative relationship between NSFC and overseas corresponding scientific institutions and international S&T organizations, and to contribute to Chinese overall diplomatic work.

The Program mainly funding research in the following areas: joint research centering on the priority funding areas of NSFC, joint research in areas that China urgently needs to develop, large international projects and programs with Chinese participation, joint research projects utilizing large-scale scientific facilities abroad, and bilateral or multilateral projects jointly organized by NSFC and its counterparts abroad. Furthermore, funding of this program will facilitate the implementation of NSFC Major Research Plan, innovative research group and Major Program.

Researchers applying for this program shall, in accordance with priority funding areas published by relevant scientific departments, put forward innovative joint research subjects centering on major scientific issues, and clarify the necessity and complementarities of the cooperation according to the priority areas of NSFC. The partners shall have long and stable collaborative basis and the overseas partners shall have matching funds for this research. In the process of research cooperation, attention shall be given to the protection of intellectual property rights.

In 2008, 35 major international cooperation projects were funded through a strict evaluation and selection process with a total funding of 33.8 million RMB, involving 14 countries and regions. The average funding for each project is around 970 000 RMB. 

The budget for 2009 is about the same as that for 2008. The average funding intensity for each project is 1-2 million yuan and each project usually lasts 3 to 4 years. 

The priority funding areas in the Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences are
(1) Biomechanics
(2) Multi-field coupling mechanics (force, electricity, magnetism, heat)
(3) Galaxy cosmology
(4) Formation, evolution and eruption of stars
(5) Solar physics
(6) Cold atomic and molecular physics
(7) Ultra-fast, ultra-intense photophysics
(8) Low dimensional physics
(9) Physics at Tev energy scale
(10) Hadronic physics
(11) Heavy ion collision physics
In the above areas, top priority will be given to joint research projects with distinctive characteristics and a clear target, and projects which combine the strength of collaborative partners, make use of lab equipment built in China or large-scale lab devices abroad, or actively engage in major international experiment. 

The priority funding areas in the Department of Chemical Sciences are
(1) Surface, interface and catalytic chemistry
(2) Nano-structure characterization and nano biomedicine
(3) Supramolecular assembly, structure and function
(4) Chemico biology
(5) New material chemical system (energy and environment related)
(6) Theoretic and computational chemistry
(7) Green and sustainable chemistry
 

The priority funding areas in the Department of Life Sciences are
(1) Key tissue and organ development at cellular and molecular levels
(2) Structure and function of gene and genome 

(3) Protein structure and the related functions 

(4) Regulation and function of cell signal transduction 

(5) Molecular mechanism of cell migration
(6) Membrane system and transmembrane transportation of substances
(7) Stem cell characteristics and directional differentiation 

(8) Cellular and molecular mechanism of immune response and tolerance 

(9) Neurobiological basis of mental, psychological and behavioral study
(10) Life and its mechanism under extreme conditions 

(11) Phylogentic reconstruction and molecular evolution 

(12) Relation between species diversity and ecosystem function 

(13) Theory on the mechanism of ecosystem degradation and restoration 

(14) Efficient utilization of agricultural resources 

(15) Prevention and sustainable control of biological disaster of crops and woods
(16) Etiology of major animal diseases and the pathogenetic mechanism 

(17) Basic issues on the culture of aquatic organisms 

(18) Major basic research of food safety
(19) Etiology of major infectious disease pathogens and the interaction with the host 

(20) Occurrence and development mechanism of serious disease, such as malignant tumor,cardio-cerebrovascular disease, etc.
(21) Key basic issues of innovative medicine 

(22) Nutrition metabolism and the pathogens of related diseases 

(23) Occurrence and development mechanism of age-related diseases 

The priority funding areas of the Department of Earth Sciences are 

(1) Eco-hydrological processes
(2) Rhizospheric process of soil
(3) Geological record and mechanisms of evolution of arid formation process in Asian inland during the Late Cenozoic era 

(4) Geo-microbiology process under extreme environment 

(5) Origins, evolutions and environmental restrictions of key biological groups
(6) Basic research on deep penetrating geochemical techniques for concealed deposit and  mines exploration
(7) Solar-terrestrial energy transfer and the effects on human activities
(8) Geophysical problems of Wenchuan earthquake and post-earthquake rebuilding
(9) Physical processes and parameterization of clouds in East Asia
(10) Development and application of Earth Climate System Model
(11) Multi-time-scale change and air-sea interaction of West Pacific and East Indian Ocean circumfluence
(12) Offing marine ecosystems and biogeochemical processes
(13) Ocean-firn-air interaction and polar region environmental evolvement under the global changing background 

(14) Modern ocean-bottom hydrothermal systems and polymetallic metallization
The priority funding areas of the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences are
(1) Information functional materials
(2) Biomedical materials
(3) High performance structural materials
(4) Energy materials
(5) Stability of rock mass structure
(6) Micro/nano devices and micro/nano systems
(7) Comprehensive utilization of fossil energy and sustainable energy
(8) Engineering problems in the frontiers of biomedicine
(9) Disaster prevention on cities and major projects
(10) Intelligent structures and systems
(11) Basic research and key technologies in the development and utilization of deep-sea resources
(12) Research in manufacturing science and technology of major equipment
(13) Basic research in the improvement of environmental quality and safety assurance technology
(14) Basic theories and key technologies in resource recycle and utilization
The priority funding areas of the Department of Information Sciences are
(1) Mobile network and its applied research, trusted software, network information processing and service
(2) Advanced control theory and technology and its typical application
(3) New theories, methods and application of pattern reorganization and intelligent system
(4) Microelectronics and photoelectron integrated devices
(5) New electromagnetic devices
(6) Spatial information processing
The priority funding areas of the Department of Management Sciences are 

Research in the comparison of Chinese and overseas management sciences, as well as basic management issues related to key social and economic development problems in China.

3. International Conferences (including those within the framework of MoUs)
To enhance the international reputation and competitiveness of basic research in China, create an environment conducive to the development of basic research as well as foster scientists of international visibility and cutting edge innovative research groups, NSFC funds its project undertakers to hold international conferences in China, aiming at improving the research quality of NSFC projects and expanding their international impact.

To facilitate the wide participation of NSFC project undertakers in international cooperation and exchange, this fund supports Chinese scientists to organize and hold various bi/multilateral academic conferences. These conferences shall be closely connected with NSFC projects, and the themes of these conferences shall be of major significance to the progress of relative disciplines in China, in line with NSFC priority areas, and facilitate the implementation of Major Research Plans. NSFC also supports its project undertakers to organize and take part in academic workshops held in China or abroad within the framework of its agreements with overseas partners.
International (Regional) Cooperation and Exchange with Different Countries and Regions

Asia, Africa and International Organizations

NSFC has signed bilateral agreements or memoranda of understanding on S&T cooperation with 11 scientific funding organizations in Asia and Africa and six international research organizations in the world. This includes MoUs with Israel Science Foundation signed in 2007 and Thailand Research Foundation signed in 2008.

1.  A3 Foresight Program
Jointly sponsored by NSFC, Japan Society for Promotion of Science (JSPS) and Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF), the A3 Foresight Program supports the cooperation of scientists from China, Japan and Korea to conduct cutting edge research in selected strategic areas. The purpose of this program is to enable Asia to become one of the core research centers in the world. Meanwhile, through the implementation of this program, the goal of fostering excellent young researchers and making contributions to the solution of common regional issues can also be reached. The joint research area of current year is the same as the topic of the Northeastern Asian Symposium organized by NSFC, JSPS and KOSEF in the previous year. The joint research area of A3 Foresight Program is advanced materials for 2009. The projects of A3 Foresight Program will be conducted as Major International Joint Research Program. 
Simultaneous calls for proposals will be published on the websites in December by the three parties and two projects will be finally approved. NSFC invests 2 million yuan for each project which lasts 3 years. In accordance with NSFC’s agreement with JSPS and KOSEF, the three parties will give a successive funding of 1.5 million yuan to those approved projects with sound progress and the necessity to be renewed for another two years. The Bureau of International Cooperation, together with relevant scientific departments, will organize expert committees to conduct mid-term examinations and renewal evaluation after the projects have been in progress for two years. Decision will be finally made in accordance with the discussion results with JSPS and KOSEF.

2. NSFC-JST Joint Research Project
Since 2004, NSFC and Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) have developed cooperation on the theme of “S&T for Environmental Conservation and Construction of a Society with Less Environmental Burden”. Each year, both organizations will decide the joint research areas through discussion, and workshops with topics selected from the jointly decided research areas will be organized in China and Japan alternatively. Area for joint research in 2008 is “Environment conservation and restoration using bioremediation: key processes and technology”, in order to resolve the problems such as (1) desertification and salt accumulated soil, (2) salt affected or acid sulfate soil, (3) absorption of heavy metal ions and CO2, and (4) maintenance of quantity and quality of water.
Both sides will announce the cooperation research areas and call for proposals on the websites in July each year. A maximum of five 3-year projects will be selected for support with the funding of up to one million yuan per project from NSFC. This program is conducted as Major International Joint Research Program.
3. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and JSPS
The memorandum of understanding on scientific exchange between NSFC and JSPS stipulates that the two sides jointly support ten 3-year joint research projects and four bilateral workshops per year organized by Chinese and Japanese scientists, of which two are held in China and two in Japan. Both organizations will issue call for proposals on their websites in June every year. The application deadline is the Friday of the first complete week in September.

4. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and KOSEF
NSFC and KOSEF jointly support bilateral activities including joint research projects and academic seminars. The duration of each project is two years. Participants of bilateral seminars from each side must come from at least three institutions. Both organizations will issue call for proposals on their websites in October and the deadlines for joint research projects and bilateral academic seminars are December 15 and January 15 of the next year, respectively. In 2008, the Sino-Korean Joint Committee on Basic Science approved 37 bilateral cooperation and exchange projects, including 25 personnel exchange projects and 12 bilateral academic workshops. In 2009, both sides will fund around 37 projects.

5. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and CSIR
NSFC and Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) jointly fund bilateral cooperation and exchange programs, such as bilateral workshops and joint research projects with a duration of three years. In 2009, both sides will co-sponsor up to five exchange projects in organic chemistry, chemical biology, nano-science and astronomical science, and up to four bilateral workshops.

6. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC an ISF

NSFC and ISF Joint Fund gives priority to joint research and bilateral workshops in natural science areas such as nano-science, information science, chemical science, agriculture and irrigation. The themes of two workshops in 2008 are nano biology and plant genetic modification.

7. Others 
NSFC has signed scientific agreements with the Academy of Scientific Research and Technology of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Pakistan Science Foundation, National Research Council of Thailand and the Department of Science and Technology of India, and jointly fund research projects and bilateral workshops co-organized with them. The programs will be subject to discussion by the sponsoring organizations.

International Scientific Organizations
1. Center of European Nuclear Research (CERN)
According to the cooperation agreement with CERN, NSFC supports Chinese scientists’ participation in LHC experiment at CERN as a major international program together with the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

2. International Center for Theoretical Physics (ICTP)
Every year, NSFC supports about 50 Chinese young scholars in the areas of mathematics, physics and earth science to participate in various research activities at ICTP, such as summer seminars, short-term joint research or post-doctoral research. The Steering Committee of the Tianyuan Fund for Mathematics, the Steering Committee of the Special Fund for Theoretical Physics and expert panels for relevant research areas in earth science are responsible for recommending qualified scholars to ICTP. 

3. International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
According to the bilateral agreement between NSFC and IRRI in 2007, both sides will co-support two 3-year major international cooperation projects each year from 2008 to 2010. The collaborative areas agreed by both sides are (1) Identification, analysis and utilization of durable resistant genes for major rice diseases; (2) Centralized management of high efficiency water and nutrient in rice; (3) Sustainable management of major rice insect pests and diseases; (4) Genetics, physiology and breeding for abiotic (drought, high temperature, salt) tolerance in rice; (5) Identification and utilization of good quality, high yield and unique genes in rice resources; (6) C4 rice. Call for proposals will be publicized on the website every January and the deadline for proposal submission will be March 31. 

4. International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT)
According to the agreement reached between NSFC and CIMMYT in 2006, both sides co-support 2 3-year major international cooperation projects each year from 2007 to 2009 in areas such as disease resistance, quality and output of wheat, and disease resistance and high oil content in maize. NSFC will provide 1 million yuan for each project. Call for proposals will be announced on the website each January and the deadline for proposal submission is March 31. 

5. International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
Approved by the State Council in January, 2001, NSFC joined IIASA on behalf of China as one of IIASA’s 19 National Member Organizations. NSFC encourages Chinese scientists to conduct multilateral cooperation with various IIASA project groups in the areas of energy, environment, land use, population, etc., and to jointly apply for research funding from various governmental organizations, private and national foundations, World Bank and EU Framework Program. NSFC fully or partially supports several Chinese young scholars to take part in the annual 3-month Young Scientists Summer Program from May to August at IIASA. NSFC sponsors Chinese and IIASA scientists to jointly apply for funding for workshops, cooperation and exchange and major international cooperation projects. Five young scholars were funded in 2008. For detailed information, please refer to IIASA website at http://www.iiasa.ac. From 2008, both sides will co-fund 2 3-year major international cooperation projects in simulation and control mechanism of complex system every year with 1 million yuan for each project. Call for proposals will be announced every January on the website and the deadline for application is Mar. 31.

America, Oceania and Eastern Europe
NSFC has signed scientific cooperation agreements or MoUs with counterpart science funding organizations and research institutions in 12 countries in America, Oceania and Eastern Europe. A detailed list can be found on the website of BIC, NSFC. In 2009, priority support will be given to large-scale cooperation of major scientific significance.
1. USA
NSFC encourages collaboration between China and the USA with emphasis on mutual benefit, talent fostering and the attainment of research achievements. In 2009, priority will be continuously given to Sino-US cooperation in areas of earth science, information science, network technology, engineering and materials science, mathematical and physical science, chemistry, biology, etc.

In 2009, NSFC and NSF will continue to fund bilateral academic workshops and substantial cooperation between scientists of the two countries in areas of common interests. Projects funded under the agreement of NSF and NSFC can be classified into two categories. First, Chinese applicants apply to NSFC at any time of the year together with materials provided by the American counterparts, while American counterparts apply to NSF according to its specific requirements. Second, NSFC and NSF collaborate to receive joint research projects in the areas of mathematics and chemistry at a certain time of the year. Please refer to the website for further notice about the call for proposals. The number of projects to be funded in various areas and the specific funding intensity can be found in these notices.

2. Russia
NSFC and Russia Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) will jointly support collaborative research projects with a two-year implementation period in mathematical and physical science, chemical science, life science, earth science, materials and engineering science, information science and management science in 2009. Projects approved will receive a two-year funding with 90 thousand yuan from NSFC side. The call for proposals for 2009 will be announced on the websites of NSFC and RFBR at the beginning of 2009. Scientists of the two countries shall submit proposals respectively to NSFC and RFBR according to the relative regulations and requirements based on mutually agreed cooperative plans. In 2009, funding will be given to China-Russia bilateral workshop applications submitted in 2008 and implemented in 2009, and call for proposals for bilateral workshops to be held in 2010 will be announced and then evaluated. Please refer to NSFC website for detailed requirements of relevant calls for proposals.

3. Canada
(1) In 2009, NSFC and Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) will jointly support health research programs in certain areas. The implementation period for each project will usually be 3 years and the call for proposals will be launched each year. NSFC will provide 450 thousand yuan to each approved project. The call for proposals is to be publicized simultaneously on the websites of both organizations, and priority areas and the maximum number of proposals to be supported in each area will be announced in the call.

(2) In 2009, NSFC and Fonds de la Recherche en Sante du Quebec (FRSQ), Canada will continue to support joint research programs. Scientists of the two countries may submit proposals to NSFC and FRSQ respectively according to their respective requirements.

4. Australia
(1) The China/Australia Special Fund co-sponsored by NSFC and the Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research (DIISR) will continue to launch call for proposals in 2009, which will be publicized on the websites of NSFC and DIISR at the beginning of 2009.

(2) In 2009, NSFC will give further attention to cooperation and exchanges with Australia in energy, environment, biology and health research. Under the cooperation framework between NSFC and Australia Research Council (ARC), both sides will continue to receive personnel exchange applications on a case-by-case basis in 2009. 

5. Others
NSFC will continue to support cooperation and exchange between scientists in China and the Czech Republic, New Zealand and Canada within the framework of bilateral agreements in 2009. For projects received on a collective basis, please refer to NSFC website concerning various calls for proposals and approval lists.
Western Europe

NSFC has signed agreements and memoranda of understanding on scientific cooperation with 29 science foundations or research councils in 16 countries in North, South and West Europe, providing funds for joint research among scientists on topics of common interests. Activities to be funded include short-term exchange visits, bilateral academic workshops and joint research.
Based on the principles of equality, mutual benefits, equal input and sharing of the risks and results, funding for international cooperation with Western European countries will give priority to areas such as information science, life science, agriculture, materials science, healthcare, energy and environment, etc.; to bilateral workshops and substantial joint research projects, especially substantial cooperation projects under the MoU agreements; and to prominent young and mid-aged undertakers of NSFC projects, excellent research groups and researchers back from abroad who already have certain collaboration basis with overseas partners. It will encourage Chinese researchers, research groups and institutes to set up long-term steady cooperation with European counterparts and carry out substantial cooperation and exchange.

NSFC will reach consensus with overseas partners on collaboration areas, project categories, funding intensities and content of funding. For those case-by-case applications, researchers from both sides shall submit applications to their respective funding organizations in advance (for NSFC at least 3 months in advance). The funding organizations will co-decide whether to fund the project according to the evaluation and approval procedures mutually agreed upon. Funding includes international travel costs, living expenses, inter-city travel fees as well as some other costs related to the organization of academic workshops. Funding of joint research projects between NSFC and its partner organizations usually start, as agreed upon by both sides, with joint calls for proposals, and are followed by jointly agreed evaluation procedures and a final co-decision. Funding from NSFC includes not only international travel costs and living expenses for personnel exchanges, but also research fees.

NSFC’s cooperation and exchange with several western European countries are listed below: 

1. UK

NSFC and the Royal Society of UK (RS) support up to 20 joint projects with the duration of 2 years. NSFC provides up to 50 thousand yuan for each project every year, covering international travel costs of Chinese scientists and local costs of British scientists in China. RS provides at most 6 000 pounds for each project, covering the international travel costs of British scientists to China and local costs of Chinese scientists in UK. NSFC and RS publish calls for proposals simultaneously in both countries. Chinese scientists should submit proposals directly to NSFC and UK scientists to RS. 

NSFC will continue to cooperate with UK research councils such as EPSRC, BBSRC, NERC and MRC to fund small-scaled bilateral workshops co-organized by Chinese and British scientists. Chief organizers from both sides should submit applications to their funding organizations respectively which will be responsible for the evaluation and approval. Funding for these projects includes research fees, and international travel costs and living expenses for personnel exchange.

NSFC and the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) support 2-year joint research projects between scientists from China and Scottish region in areas of common interests. NSFC provides up to 50 thousand yuan for each project every year, covering international travel costs of Chinese scientists to UK and local costs of British scientists in China. RSE provides at most 6 000 pounds for each project, covering the international travel costs of British scientists to China and local costs of Chinese scientists in UK. NSFC and RSE will decide the area for collaboration every year and issue call for proposals simultaneously in both countries. Chinese scientists should submit proposals directly to NSFC and Scottish scientists to RSE. NSFC and RSE will reach the final funding decision according to the number and quality of the proposals received.

2. Germany
According to the agreement on cooperation between NSFC and DFG of Germany, both sides will support short-term research visits (usually not exceeding three months), bilateral workshops and joint research projects. Chinese and German scientists shall submit their applications to their own funding organizations, which will make final decision after respective evaluation and consultation. Meanwhile, NSFC and DFG encourage substantial joint research between scientists of both countries. Applicants should jointly make research plans and then submit their applications to their own funding organizations. NSFC and DFG will organize evaluation and then together make the funding decision. Funding for the projects includes research fees and international travel costs and living expenses for exchange of personnel.

3. France

According to the MoU signed between NSFC and ANR, both sides encourage substantial cooperation in areas of common interests between scientists and research groups of both countries. NSFC and ANR discuss the collaborative areas and the number of projects to be funded, make simultaneous call for proposals, and receive proposals from scientists of their respective countries. They will evaluate the proposals according to the forms and procedures agreed upon and make the final funding decision. Funding for each project includes research fees, and international travel costs and living expenses for personnel exchange.

NSFC supports cooperation and exchange programs, such as joint research and bilateral academic workshops, between Chinese and French scientists in basic research and applied basic research areas under its agreements with CNRS, INRA, IFREMER and CEA. In addition, NSFC and CNRS co-fund two Summer Institute projects every year according to the MoU signed. Both sides make simultaneous call for proposals and organizers of the institutions from both France and China shall submit proposals respectively to NSFC and CNRS. The Scientific Steering Committee of the program will evaluate the proposals and it is up to NSFC and CNRS to decide the final projects to be approved. NSFC will provide 100 000 yuan to each institution and CNRS 50 000 Euros. 

4. Finland

According to the agreement of scientific cooperation between NSFC and the Academy of Finland, both sides will support short-term study visits (usually not exceeding three months), personal exchange and bilateral workshops. Meanwhile, NSFC and AF encourage scientists or research teams of both countries to carry out substantial cooperative research. Each year, both sides decide through discussion the collaborative areas and the number of projects to be funded, make simultaneous call for proposals, and receive proposals from scientists of their respective countries. NSFC and AF organize international evaluation together and make the final funding decision according to the evaluation results.

5. Denmark

According to the agreement of scientific cooperation between NSFC and DNRF, both sides decide through discussion the collaborative areas and the number of projects to be funded each year, make simultaneous call for proposals, and receive proposals from scientists of their respective countries. They will co-organize international evaluation and make the final funding decision according to the evaluation results. Funding includes research fees, and international travel costs and living expenses for personnel exchange.

6. Austria

According to the agreement of scientific cooperation between NSFC and FWF, both sides support academic exchanges and joint research in areas of common interests. Each year, both sides will discuss the collaborative areas and the number of projects to be funded, make simultaneous call for proposals, and receive proposals from scientists of their respective countries. NSFC and FWF will carry out separate evaluations for academic workshops and international evaluation for joint research projects, and make the final funding decision together.

Hong Kong and Macao SARs and Taiwan Region of China

Adhering to the principles of "one country, two systems" and the Basic Law of the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong of the People's Republic of China, NSFC will continue its active support to various forms of cooperation and exchange between the inland and Hong Kong scientists in the areas of mutual interests. In such cooperation, the principles of complementary advantages, mutual promotion and sharing of results should be carried through, priorities of cooperation be stressed and flexible means of cooperation and exchange be adopted. For instance, joint research, jointly holding international and domestic scientific conferences and exchange of scientists may be chosen as approaches to the cooperation.

On November 23, 1998, NSFC and the Research Grant Council of Hong Kong reached the agreement on establishing a joint research fund. According to the agreement, the joint research fund is 7.5 million yuan and 15 million Hong Kong dollars in 2009. Priority funding areas include information science, biological science, new materials, ocean and environmental science, Chinese traditional medicine and management science. For detailed information, please refer to the announcement of application for 2009. NSFC made a formal announcement in the 4th quarter of 2008 along with other categories of funding.
NSFC will continue to support various activities of scientific cooperation and exchange with substantial contents among the inland and Macao scientists. Emphasis will be put on research projects related to environmental protection, urban development and modernization of traditional Chinese medicine.
NSFC has spared no efforts to encourage and promote scientific cooperation and exchange between scientists on both sides of the Taiwan Straits. In 2009, NSFC will continue to support cross-Straits academic workshops held by scientists from mainland China and Taiwan. It will also fund substantial joint research projects in atmospheric science for scientists across the Straits, according to the consensus between NSFC and K.T.Li Foundation for the Development of Science and Technology. Funding from NSFC for this program is 5 million yuan.

Sino-German Center for Research Promotion

The Sino-German Center for Research Promotion, jointly founded by NSFC and DFG of Germany in October, 2000, is mainly for the promotion of scientific cooperation and exchange among institutions of higher learning in China and Germany in the fields of basic research and applied basic research. NSFC and DFG each cover 50% of the Center's budget and the budget for 2009 is 25 million yuan. 

The Center mainly supports bilateral workshops, joint research groups, cooperative projects, young scientist projects, seminars, publications as well as preparatory activities for cooperative projects. Its funding scope excludes international or multilateral cooperation and exchange.

The Center accepts proposals submitted jointly by Chinese and German scientists at any time of the year, but applications have to be submitted 3 months before the implementation of the projects. Applications must be written in both Chinese and German or Chinese and English, and submitted directly to the Center (7 copies in written form and one electronic copy for each application). In the applications, the content, theme, academic significance and academic purpose of the project, as well as the participants, contact information, detailed schedule and specific costs shall be specified. 

Following the suggestions by the Joint Committee of the Center, strategic areas such as water resources and advanced manufacturing technology will be given priority support.

Up to now, the Center has received over 500 applications, of which more than 300 are finally funded. Specific requirements and relevant information are available on the website of the Center: http://www.sinogermanscience.org.cn.
