Fund for Less Developed Regions

The aim of setting up the Fund for Less Developed Regions is to strengthen support to scientists working in the remote areas and minority regions where research foundation is weak, which currently include such provinces and minority autonomous regions as Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Tibet, Guangxi, Hainan, Guizhou, Jiangxi and Yunnan, and Yanbian Korean Prefecture. The Fund is used to stabilize and foster researchers in these regions, support and gather outstanding talents by supporting their research, and serve the construction of innovation system and coordinated development of science and technology in these regions. Its characteristics is the promotion of talent training and development by using the management model for General Program in coordination with national major strategic plans of coordinated regional development and by strengthening the communication and cooperation with local governments. The research period is 3 years in general. Please follow the outlines of the application for the Fund for Less Developed Regions when filling in the application form. Please choose research topics according to the funding areas listed in General Program sections of various departments and divisions.

In 2008, 674 projects were funded with a total funding of 169.90 million yuan. The average funding per project is 251 800 yuan, 69 400 thousand yuan more than that of the previous year. The funding rate is 20.17%, 0.70% higher than that of the previous year. In 2009, the average funding per project will be about the same as that for 2008.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in 2008
Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Scientific department
	Applications 
	Projects and funding approved
	Funding rate(%)

	
	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Percentage of the total (%)
	Average funding per project
	

	Total 
	3 342
	674
	16 973.5
	100
	25.18
	20.17

	Mathematics and Physical Sciences
	154
	35
	887
	5.23
	25.34
	22.73

	Chemical Sciences
	289
	60
	1 461
	8.61
	24.35
	20.76

	Life Sciences
	2 064
	393
	9 927
	58.49
	25.26
	19.04

	Earth Sciences
	167
	54
	1 343
	7.91
	24.87
	32.34

	Engineering and Materials Sciences
	326
	72
	1 864
	10.98
	25.89
	22.09

	Information Sciences
	197
	37
	930
	5.48
	25.14
	18.78

	Management Sciences
	145
	23
	561.5
	3.31
	24.41
	15.86


Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences
The Fund for Less Developed Regions in mathematical and physical sciences is aimed at creating a good research environment for these regions, fostering and stabilizing an appropriate amount of researchers, fostering talents in basic research for local scientific and technology development, and increasing the capability of solving urgent scientific problems in the development of national economy. In project review, special attention is paid to the construction of research teams and researches which have good bases with characteristics and relative strength, playing the role of talent fostering of the Fund for Less Developed Regions, and strengthening the support to researchers in the western regions of China.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences in the Recent Two Years 


Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division 
	2007 
	2008 

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate 

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate 

(%)

	Mathematics
	13
	255
	29.55
	14
	310
	20.29

	Mechanics
	5
	100
	29.41
	4
	112
	18.18

	Astronomy
	2
	40
	28.57
	2
	60
	33.33

	Physics I
	6
	120
	22.22
	9
	241
	25.00

	Physics II
	4
	80
	25.00
	6
	164
	28.57

	Total
	30
	595
	27.03
	35
	887
	22.73

	Average funding per project
	19.83
	25.34


Department of Chemical Sciences

On the basis of stabilizing the funding scale of the Fund for Less Developed Regions, the Department of Chemical Sciences will make efforts to further increase the research level and efficiency of the Fund, stabilize a batch of research talents for basic research, and continuously reduce the gap with developed regions. Applicants are encouraged to do research related to the local resources so as to promote the economic development of the regions.
Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of 
Chemical Sciences in the Recent Two Years











Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division 
	2007 
	2008 

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)

	Division I
	Inorganic chemistry
	5+1*
	104
	19.35
	6+2*
	171
	19.51

	
	Analytical chemistry
	4+1*
	97
	21.74
	5+1*
	149
	19.35

	Division II
	Organic chemistry
	13+4*
	304
	21.52
	17+3*
	507
	22.22

	Division III
	Physical chemistry
	7+2*
	151
	20.00
	7+2*
	211
	21.95

	Division IV
	Polymer sciences
	1
	20
	16.67
	3
	78
	20.00

	
	Environmental chemistry
	5+1*
	102
	20.00
	4+1*
	128
	20.00

	Division V
	Chemical engineering
	4+1*
	91
	20.83
	8+1*
	217
	19.56

	Total 
	39+10*
	869
	20.59
	50+10*
	1461
	20.76

	Average funding per project
	17.33 (20.23**)
	24.35 (26.68**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Average funding level for three-year projects.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Life Sciences

In 2007, NSFC adjusted the funding mode and layout, and moved the Fund for Less Developed Regions from research category to talent category, hoping to stabilize researchers in remote areas and promote S&T development in these regions. In 2008, there were 2 064 applications to the Department of Life Sciences for the Fund for Less Developed Regions (1 945 were accepted), 271 more than that in 2007 (an increase of 15.06%), and 393 projects were funded (326 in 2007), including 4 within the Joint Fund for Less Developed Regions. The funding rate is 20.21% and the average funding is  252 900 yuan per project (178 400 yuan per project in 2007). In the future, the Department will continue to follow the principles of stabilizing and fostering researchers in these regions, supporting and gathering outstanding talents by funding their research, and serving the construction of the innovation system and coordinated development of science and technology in these regions, and encourage researches related to local resources and natural conditions. For details, please look at the sections in the General Program of the Department in the Guide to Programs. In 2009, the average funding for the Fund in the Department will be 250 000 yuan per project.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of 
Life Sciences in the Recent Two Years









Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division 
	2007 
	2008 

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate
(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate
(%)

	Division I
	Microbiology
	14
	252
	18.92 
	19
	473
	20.21 

	
	Botany
	18
	317
	19.35 
	19
	478
	20.00 

	Division II
	Ecology 
	13
	255
	20.63 
	22
	563
	21.15 

	
	Forest science 
	16
	273
	20.00 
	14
	362
	19.44 

	Division III
	Biochemistry, biophysics and molecular biology 
	6
	109
	18.75 
	7
	176
	20.00 

	
	Cell biology
	5
	85
	20.00 
	4
	96
	21.05 

	
	Genetics 
	7
	123
	19.44 
	14
	357
	19.72 

	
	Immunology 
	7
	123
	19.44 
	8
	206
	19.51 

	Division IV
	Neuroscience and psychology
	5
	89
	19.23 
	8
	211
	19.05 

	
	Biomedical engineering
	4
	65
	21.05 
	5
	121
	20.83 

	Division V
	Agricultural science
	55
	996
	20.45 
	49
	1 237
	20.59 

	Division VI
	Animal husbandry, veterinary and aquatic sciences
	36
	666
	20.93 
	39
	1 000
	20.42 

	
	Zoology
	7
	126
	18.92 
	9
	236
	19.15 

	Division VII
	Physiology and pathology
	21
	358
	20.00 
	25
	634
	19.84 

	
	Preventive medicine and hygienics
	25
	459
	20.33 
	23
	568
	20.35 

	Division VIII
	Basic clinical medicine I
	24
	409
	20.00 
	35
	875
	20.11 

	Division IX
	TCM and materia medica
	33
	583
	19.30 
	46
	1 151
	20.09 

	
	Pharmacology
	10
	181
	18.87 
	15
	372
	20.27 

	Division X
	Basic clinical medicine II
	20
	348
	19.61 
	32
	824
	20.51 

	Total 
	326
	5 817
	19.93 
	393
	9 940
	20.21 

	Average funding per project
	17.84
	25.29


In 2007 and 2008, there was no project for Small Fund for Exploratory Studies in the Fund for Less Developed Regions.
Department of Earth Sciences

The objectives of the Fund for Less Developed Regions is to foster researchers in these regions, support and gather outstanding talents by supporting their research, and promote regional development. In 2008, the Department of Earth Sciences received a total of 167 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions from 70 research units. Among them, 128 are from universities, accounting for 76.7%, and 28 from research institutes, accounting for 16.8%. 54 projects were funded, with a total funding of 13.50 million yuan, the average funding of 250 000 yuan per project and the funding rate of 32.0%. Among the funded projects in 2008, 40 are undertaken by universities, accounting for 74.1%, and 10 by research institutes, accounting for 18.5%. In 2009, while maintaining the funding rate, the average funding per project will be increased.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Earth Sciences in the Last Two Years
Unit: 10,000 yuan

	Division 
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)

	Division I
	Geology (including soil science and remote sensing)
	29
	487
	25.22
	30
	750
	31.25

	Division II
	Geology
	4
	67
	28.57
	7
	175
	33.33

	
	Geochemistry
	3
	50
	25.00
	3
	75
	30.00

	Division III
	Geophysics and space physics
	2
	33
	28.57
	3
	75
	33.33

	Division IV
	Marine science
	1
	17
	25.00
	3
	75
	33.33

	Division V
	Atmospheric science
	6
	102
	24.00
	8
	200
	36.36

	Total 
	45
	756
	25.42
	54
	1 350
	32.34

	Average funding per project
	16.80
	25.00


Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences

In 2008, the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences received 326 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions (19 declined), which was a large increase of 21.19% compared with that in the previous year. Applications in mining science and metallurgy, architecture, environmental and structural engineering, and mechanical engineering account for a large percentage of the total, all exceeding 50, which reflected strong regional features and the character of applied research of the projects in the Department. In order to foster basic research talents in less developed regions and encourage basic research related to local economic development, the Department adopted some preferential policies for the less developed regions when establishing the funding plan, namely, increasing the funding rate while maintaining relatively high funding intensity. The Department funded 72 projects with 18.64 million yuan. The average amount of funding per project is 258 900 yuan with a funding rate of 22.09%.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences in the Last Two Years
Unit: 10 000 yuan 
	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)

	Materials Science I
	Metallic materials
	7
	140.00
	21.21
	8
	221
	20.51

	Materials Science II
	Inorganic and non-metallic materials
	6
	160.00
	23.08
	9
	221
	19.57

	
	Polymer materials
	6
	129.00
	26.09
	5
	123
	33.33

	Engineering science I
	Metallurgy and mining science
	9
	180.00
	21.43
	11
	324
	21.57

	Engineering science II
	Mechanical engineering
	8
	160.00
	19.51
	11
	274
	20.75

	Engineering science III
	Engineering thermo physics and energy utilization
	2
	40.00
	22.22
	3
	73
	23.08

	Engineering science IV
	Architecture, environmental and structural engineering
	10
	220.00
	20.83
	12
	306
	20.69

	Engineering science V
	Hydrology and marine engineering
	8
	165.00
	24.24
	9
	231
	25.71

	
	Electrical science and engineering
	3
	60.00
	21.43
	4
	91
	25.00

	Total
	59
	1 254.00
	21.93
	72
	1 864
	22.09

	Average funding per project
	21.25
	 25.89


Department of Information Sciences

In 2008, the number of applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Information Sciences was 197, and 37 projects were funded, with a total funding of 9.30 million yuan. The number of funded projects increased by 6 compared with that in the previous year, and the funding rate is 18.78%, with an average funding of 251 400 yuan per project, which is an increase of 50 000 yuan per project compared with that in the previous year. In 2009, the Department will continue to give preferential support to the Fund for Less Developed Regions, and maintain the same average funding while increasing the funding rate. All eligible researchers are welcome to apply.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of 
Information Sciences in the Recent Two Years
Unit: 10 000 yuan 
	Division 
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

(%)

	Division I
	Electronic science and technology 
	1
	24
	16.67
	3
	76
	25

	
	Information and communication system
	2
	34
	15.38
	2
	51
	22.22

	
	Information acquisition and processing
	5
	101
	18.52
	2
	52
	11.76

	Division II
	Theoretical computer science and computer software and hardware
	4
	79
	17.39
	6
	144
	19.35

	
	Computer application
	5+1*
	103
	20.69
	8
	194
	18.60

	
	Network and information security
	3
	62
	16.67
	2
	49
	18.18

	Division III
	Control theory and control engineering
	0+1*
	7
	10
	4
	100
	22.22

	
	System science and system engineering
	2
	44
	33.33
	0
	0
	0

	
	AI and intelligent systems
	1
	22
	20
	4
	100
	21.05

	Division IV
	Semiconductor science and information devices
	2
	40
	18.18
	2
	62
	22.22

	
	Information optics and photoelectric devices
	2
	40
	33.33
	2
	52
	18.18

	
	Laser technology and technical optics
	2
	40
	33.33
	2
	50
	18.18

	Total 
	29+2*
	596
	19.25
	37
	930
	18.78

	Average funding per project
	19.23 (20.03**)
	25.14**


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Management Sciences

In 2008, the Department of Management Sciences accepted 145 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions, which is 18.85% more than that in 2007, and 23 projects were funded, 4 more than that in 2007. The total funding is 5.615 million yuan, which is 81.72% more than that (3.09 million yuan) in 2007. The average funding is 244 100 yuan per project, and the funding rate is 15.86%, higher than that of the General Program and Young Scientists Fund, reflecting the preferential policy to researchers in less developed regions.

The Division I of the Department received 27 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions, which is an increase of 8.00% compared with 25 applications in 2007, 23 applications were accepted and 4 projects were funded. The Division II received 34 applications, which is an increase of 112.50% compared with 16 applications in 2007, 29 applications were accepted and 5 projects were funded. The Division III received 84 applications, with an increase of 3.70% compared with 81 applications in 2007, 80 applications were accepted and 14 projects were funded. Please look at the following table for the funding of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the last two years.

Considering the features of talent fostering of the Fund for Less Developed Regions, the average funding per project in 2009 will continue to be increased on the basis of sharp increase in 2008. The number of funded projects will depend on the actual number of applications. Generally speaking, the quality of applications from less developed regions needs to be improved.

The requirements given in the general description of the General Program in the Department of Management Sciences in this guide is also valid for applying for the Fund, so applicants are requested to read them carefully.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of 
Management Sciences in the Last Two Years
Unit: 10 000 yuan 

	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)

	Division I
	Management science and engineering
	4
	70
	16
	4
	97
	14.81

	Division II
	Business administration
	3
	53
	18.75
	5
	121.5
	14.71

	Division III
	Macro management and policy
	12
	186
	14.81
	14
	343
	16.67

	Total 
	19
	309
	15.57
	23
	561.5
	15.86

	Average funding per project
	16.26
	24.41


Note: No projects of Small Grant for Exploratory Studies in the Fund for Less Developed Region were funded.
