Preface

In order to implement the overall strategy of enhancing the national capability of indigenous innovation and building China into an innovative country, the State Council promulgated the Regulations on the National Natural Science Fund (hereinafter abbreviated as the Regulations), which streamlines the management of the National Natural Science Fund (hereinafter referred to as the Science Fund). Full implementation of the Regulations plays a key role in further streamlining the management of the Science Fund, improving its efficiency, creating a harmonious environment for indigenous innovation, promoting the healthy development of basic research in China, and fully carrying out the National Guidelines for Medium and Long term Plans for Science and Technology Development (2006-2020) (hereinafter abbreviated as the Guidelines).

Excellent management of the Science Fund constitutes an essential part of the full implementation of the Regulations. The management of the Science Fund has now come to a crucial phase of making further progress from a new starting point. As far as self-development is concerned, the Science Fund has, after more than 20 years of practice, established a coordinated management system consisting of advisory, decision-making, execution and supervision. It has clarified its strategic position in the national innovation system and has set up its working principles for the new period. It has built up a funding structure including such programs series as “Research Program”, “Talent-training Program” and “Environment Construction Program”. As far as the external environment is concerned, the government is now paying great attention to basic research. Along with the implementation of the Guidelines, the governmental investment in the Science Fund is further increased, creating a new era for the development of the Science Fund. On the one hand, increased budget has enabled the Science Fund to play a better role in the national innovation system; on the other hand, it poses higher requirements and greater responsibilities for the management of the Science Fund. While summarizing the experience of successful management of the Science Fund in the past, the Regulations sets higher standards for its management in the future, constituting the significant legal basis for further development and improvement of the science funding system. As management personnel of the Science Fund, we should nurture a working style of performing by laws and regulations and work in accordance with the roles and procedures defined by the Regulations; we should develop a working style of probity and self-discipline and act in light of the Regulations; we should advocate a working style of serving all scientists wholeheartedly and strive to improve the quality of our service. By earnest implementation of the funding principles featuring openness, fairness and justness and by exact adherence to the working guidelines of “respecting science, developing democracy, advocating competition, enhancing cooperation, encouraging innovation and guiding the future”, we endeavor to promote excellent management with a view to spurring faster and better development of the Science Fund at a new historic starting point.

Full implementation of the Regulations entails that we need to bring into full play the key roles of the home institutions of applicants. Out of a high sense of responsibility, most home institutions have long been making significant contributions to the development of the Science Fund. By defining the rights and responsibilities of the home institutions, the Regulations functions as an important document that guides and standardizes the home institutions’ management of the Science Fund and brings the roles of the home institutions into full play. In order to provide the home institutions with macro-guidance of the management of Science Fund, the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) recently published the Suggestions on Strengthening the Management of Projects Funded by the National Natural Science Fund in Applicants’ Home Institutions and the Provisional Guidelines on the Management of the Registration of Applicants’ Home Institutions. In the process of carrying out the Regulations, the home institutions should firstly be performers of proper management. The Regulations comprises 43 clauses and 17 of them are related to the home institutions, with specific requirements pertaining to such key steps as organization, planning, application, evaluation, funding and supervision in the course of the home institutions’ management of the Science Fund. This mirrors the constructive part that the home institutions play in the legal management of the Science Fund. Secondly, the home institutions should function as practitioners of innovative management. As a legal system for scientific management of the Science Fund, the Regulations provides not only unified criteria for the management of the Science Fund, but also new requirements for the development and improvement of the whole science funding system. This requires that all home institutions strictly follow the criteria outlined by the Regulations on the one hand, and, based on the reality and unique features of each institution, interpret new meanings from the principles defined in the Regulations and apply them to the status quo on the other hand, exploring effective manners of management that are favorable for facilitating prolific research achievements and fostering talents at the same time. Thirdly, the home institutions should be supervisors of research integrity. The home institutions are the first “fire wall” against academic fraud. In implementing the Regulations, the home institutions should conduct education of research ethics among researchers; especially, they should inculcate young researchers and graduate students who apply, undertake or participate in those projects funded by the Science Fund with a sense of academic mores and criteria, in the hope of eliminating academic impetuousness in research by way of positive guidance and strong encouragement of standard research practice. Rigorous observance of the punishment rules in the Regulations on academic misconducts is indispensable for maintaining the authority and solemnity of the Regulations. The establishment and maintenance of good reputation of the home institutions are based on the research integrity of each applicant, principal investigator and participant. Fourthly, the home institutions should be builders of innovative environment. As arenas for creative talents to explore their imagination and wisdom, the home institutions should create a favorable environment for scientific research, which will exert a more direct and vital bearing on promoting indigenous innovations of researchers. In managing projects funded by the Science Fund, they should, according to the Regulations, provide support for research through creating an academic atmosphere that encourages initiative exploration and tolerates drawbacks on the road of innovation. Means should be created to encourage active expressions, exchanges and communications of different academic ideas.
In the Report to the Seventeenth National Congress of the Communist Party of China, it is fixed as the goal for the Party and the whole society to enhance the capability of indigenous innovation and build China into an innovative country. Firmly strengthening basic research brings about important strategic guarantee for boosting indigenous innovation in China. In the same way, the science funding system, as a fundamental system, provides an effective approach to the steady and sustained development of basic research. Holding high the great banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics and following the guidance of Deng Xiaoping’s Theory and the important thought of “Three Represents”, we shall thoroughly apply the scientific outlook on development, promote excellent management by conscientiously carrying out the Regulations, and make due contributions to lifting the overall quality of basic research and strengthening China’s scientific competitiveness by further improving and developing the science funding system.
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