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Give Play to the Role of the “Four Platforms” of the Joint Funds of NSFC,

Improve the Diversified Input Mechanism for Basic Research

Xuan Yu Ruiping Gao”

National Natural Science Foundation of China , Beijing 100085

Abstract Strengthening basic research oriented by problems and needs and accelerating the construction of
a diversified investment pattern in science and technology have become one of the key tasks of China’s
science and technology undertakings. After years of exploration and practice, the Joint Funds have become
an effective way for the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) to guide and integrate social
resources into basic research and carry out collaborative innovation. This paper systematically analyzes the
role of the NSFC Joint Funds in uniting local governments, industry departments and enterprises to carry
out diversified investment, demand orientation, open collaboration and achievement integration in the new
era. On the basis of analyzing the situation and challenges faced in the development of the Joint Funds, it is
proposed to better play the role of the NSFC in selecting outstanding “respondents” and encourage the co-
funders to become “questioner” and “examiners” by strengthening the organization and implementation

management, so as to further improve the funding efficiency of the Joint Funds.

Keywords National Natural Science Foundation of China; Joint Funds; basic research; diversified inputs;

demand orientation
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