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The year 2010 was the last year of the implementation of the 11th Five-year Development Plan, in which NSFC made great achieve-
ments.

Looking back to the last five years, NSFC has made effective use of over 30 billion yuan allocated by the government to support over 
92,000 projects of various categories undertaken by researchers of more than 633,000 person-times. It has made active contributions 
to prosper basic research and to promote indigenous innovation and construction of an innovative country, with its more important role 
as the main channel to support basic research in China, more reasonable funding structure, more complete regulations, more intensive 
strategic partnership, more extensive cooperation and exchange, and clearer ideas about cultural development. During the last five 
years, the amount of national science funds have been sharply increased, the funding environment largely improved,   the human re-
source for basic research greatly developed, the legal and regulatory system continuously improved, and more effective role played by 
the innovative system.

In 2010, under the leadership of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and the State Council, NSFC fully car-
ried out the strategy and policy formulated in the 17th National Congress of the Party and the 3rd, 4th and 5th Plenary Sessions of the 
17th CPC Central Committee, fully implemented the Scientific Outlook on Development, while highlighting the strategic guidance of 
more emphasis on basic research, frontier areas and talent training, and striving to create innovative environment. By making overall 
plans within the framework of three categories of program, namely, research promotion, talent training and environment establishment, 
NSFC selected and funded, on the basis of peer review, the best 26,633 proposals from 1,166 home institutions among 119,000 ap-
plications of various kinds from 1,848 home institutions, and completed the funding plan of 9.68 billion yuan. New progress has been 
achieved in every aspect of the funding activities. In 2010, NSFC explored the mechanism of performance management and conducted 
international evaluation on NSFC’s funding and management performance, which received great attention from leaders of the State 
Council and strong support from the Ministry of Finance. We jointly held, with the Ministry of Finance, the kick-off meeting of the inter-
national evaluation on NSFC’s funding and management performance, laying out the plan for the preparatory work in China. According 
to the requirements of the evaluation, NSFC provided data and materials on funding during the past 25 years, collected and edited 555 
funding cases in such aspects as research achievements and talent fostering, disciplinary development and support to the national 
need, which provided scientific basis for the evaluation. The National Scientific Evaluation Center organized and carried out, together 
with several institutions in China, 10 thematic research projects related to evaluation and completed a preparatory report of more than 
300,000 Chinese characters. International evaluation experts conducted full review on four aspects of NSFC’s work, namely, strategic 
position, funding achievements, management performance and social impact. They carried out discussions with nearly 100 people from 
the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Education, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, universities, research institutes, 
and formulated the framework of the international valuation report, which marked the important progress of the evaluation.

In 2010, the management of NSFC’s funding was further strengthened, and the supervision mechanism gradually improved.

NSFC invited 1,541 well known scholars to set up the 13th expert evaluation panels. In accordance with the need of disciplinary de-
velopment, the number of evaluation panels increased from 73 to 92, covering more scientific areas. We paid attention to selecting 
researchers who are engaged in research work to conduct reviews. The total amount of reviewers who were involved in evaluation 
reached more than 430,000 person-times, among which 2,118 person-times of overseas experts. We strengthened the financial man-
agement and supervision and the budget planning and implementation, and conducted sample audit on 1,178 projects in 14 home insti-
tutions, promoting the normalization of fund management. The mechanism of sending supervision groups to the panel review meetings 
and the system of expert commitments before the evaluation panel meetings were implemented to ensure the justice in evaluation. 18 
cases of misconduct in research were treated according to relevant procedures.

Prof. Chen Yiyu, President of NSFC
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With long term support of NSFC and other national S&T programs, new achievements have continuously been made in China in terms 
of basic research and in fostering innovative talents. From the achievements made in 2010, we can see that a great number of research 
results have played an important part in increasing the international impact of Chinese basic research, driving the progress of high-tech, 
solving key scientific problems in national economy and social development, and supporting macro decision-making in relevant fields. 
Through sustained support to creative research, NSFC has made great contributions to enhancing China’s overall strength in basic 
research. For S&T awards in the year of 2010, all the awardees of the National Natural Science Awards obtained funding from NSFC 
and, among the 35 awardees of the National Award for Technological Invention, 34 received funding from NSFC. For the Special Prize 
and 17 First Class Prizes of the National Award for Science and Technology Progress, 8 awardees of them were funded 106 times by 
NSFC. 

The year 2010 was also the year linking past and future.

Guided by the spirit of the 5th Plenary Sessions of the 17th Central Committee of CPC, and by implementing the Outlines of the Na-
tional Programs for Medium and Long Term Development of S&T,  Education and Talents, we made active efforts in planning the future 
and formulating NSFC’s 12th Five-Year Plan. First, we strengthened the integration of relevant research results by making full use of 
the findings from the joint strategic research with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering to make 
the plan more scientific and reasonable. Second, we extensively solicit and carefully listen to suggestions, comments and recommen-
dations from home institutions, S&T departments in local governments. Third, we strengthened advisory role of experts. Comments and 
advices on the plan were solicited to the General Assembly of the Members of CAS and CAES. We also organized the experts of con-
sultation committees of NSFC’s scientific departments to review the plan. 114 priority areas for disciplinary development were selected 
and 26 for interdisciplinary development. Based on these work, An enlarged meeting was held to carry out further discussions and stud-
ies, and completed the preliminary formulation of the plan.

In 2011, NSFC shall make a good start for the 12th Five-Year Plan.

While upholding Deng Xiaoping Theory and the important thoughts of the Three Represents as our guiding principle, we shall fully carry 
out the spirit of the 5th Plenary Session of the 17th Central Committee of CPC and Work Meeting on Economy of the Central Commit-
tee, and further implement the Scientific Outlook on Development. We shall focus on the strategic need of serving scientific develop-
ment and supporting the  transformation of economic development, and give prominence to the strategic guidance of“more emphasis 
on basic research, frontier areas, and talent training”. Furthermore, we shall fully start the 12th Five-Year Plan, strive to create an inno-
vative environment, effectively fund high level innovative research, foster creative talents, and further sum up the international evalua-
tion work.

According to the overall requirement of the 12th Five-Year Plan, the goals of NSFC by 2015 are “one formation and three promotions”, 
namely, to form a more dynamic, more efficient, and more open science funding system with Chinese characteristics; to promote bal-
anced, coordinated and sustainable development of scientific disciplines and enable several mainstream disciplines to enter the fron-
tiers of world science; and to promote construction of high level research teams, and foster a number of outstanding scientists and crea-
tive teams with international influence; and to promote the overall development of basic research in China and significantly enhance 
the international impact of basic research and capability of indigenous innovation in several major scientific areas, so as to lay a solid 
scientific foundation for sustainable social and economic development and building of an innovative country.

In 2011, the international evaluation will be completed, and making good use of the evaluation results will be very important to the 
sound and fast development of NSFC. We shall make full use of the evaluation to promote our work and closely combine the evalua-
tion with implementing the 12th Five-Year Plan and systematically summarizing our experience in the past 25 years. We shall shift our 
emphasis in evaluation work from the cooperation with the evaluation committee to the correction and adjustment of our work according 
to the evaluation results. We shall carefully sum up our experience, gradually form a work pattern with equal emphasis on both project 
evaluation and performance evaluation, and explore a long-term mechanism for promoting NSFC’s work through general evaluation.

To prosper basic research and promote innovative research are our glorious, and meanwhile long-term and arduous task and mission. 
Closely uniting around the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Hu Jintao as General Secretary and enhancing our awareness of 
opportunities and unexpected development, we shall master the laws of development, actively adapt to the changing environment, and 
forge ahead with determination and blaze new trails with a pioneering spirit, so as to promote prosperous development of the National 
Natural Science Fund and basic research of China, and greet the 90th birthday of the founding of CPC with more prominent achieve-
ments.
                                                                                                                                                                                    Chen Yiyu
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