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In 2010, in line with the strategic guideline of “three 
focuses” , NSFC worked effectively for formulating 
the 12th Five-Year Plan pertaining to international 
cooperation, strengthening policy study and in-
vestigation, expanding collaborative channels and 
promoting substantial cooperation. 1157 projects 
were funded with a total funding of 290 million RMB 
during the year.

Planning the future for next 
five years' development 
Wide-ranging and rewarding study and investiga-
tion was carried out for the formulation of the 12th 
Five-Year Plan in 2010.The achievements and 
experiences in the international collaboration made 
during the 11th Five-Year Plan period were sum-
merized, and the challenges and opportunities in 
the new period were analyzed. Furthermore, the 
international funding structure was sorted out, the 
international strategies of NSFC's partnering or-
ganizations as well as the corresponding countries 
were studied. On the basis of the above study and 
investigation,   plans and development strategies 
for the international cooperation of science funding 
during the 12th Five-Year Plan period were brought 
forward. All these contributed to the main content of 
the open and cooperation strategy in NSFC’s 12th 
Five-Year Plan, and laid a foundation for the devel-
opment of NSFC’s international cooperation in the 
next five years.

Frequent high-level visits of 
exchange to guide the future
In 2010, NSFC effectively promoted substantial 
cooperation and its opening up to the outside world 
through organizing high-level NSFC delegations 
for visits abroad and receiving presidential delega-
tions from overseas funding organizations. Prof. 
Chen Yiyu won the 2009 World Wild Foundation 
(WWF) Duke of Edinburgh Award and attended the 
awarding ceremony in UK. Prof. Wang Jie, Prof. 
Shen Wenqing, Prof. Sun Jiaguang, Prof. Shen 
Yan, and Prof. He Minghong successively led del-
egations to European, Asian, American and Latin 
American countries. Meanwhile, high level delega-
tions from overseas governmental departments, 

science funding organizations and scientific institu-
tions paid their official visits to NSFC, such as the 
delegations from National Institute of Health (NIH) 
in the United States, United States Department of 
Energy, Natural Science and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC) in Canada, Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science (JSPS), National Research 
Foundation in Korea, Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology in Japan, National 
Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa, In-
ternational Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
(IIASA), The French National Center for Scientific 
Research (CNRS), Danish National Research 
Foundation (DNRF) etc. 

Memorandum of Understanding signed between NSFC and 
UNEP.

In 2010, new cooperation agreements were signed 
with NIH in the United States, NRF in South Af-
rica, EU and United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP), and the total number of collaborative 
agreements with overseas funding agencies and 
academic institutions reached 73. A 5-year coopera-
tive plan was renewed with Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research (CIHR), which further strength-
ened the collaborative relation between Chinese 
scientists and their Canadian peers in the area of 
health science. Intent of cooperation was reached 
after discussion with National Council for Scientific 
and Technological Development (CNPq) and Con-
sultative Group on International Agricultural Re-
search (CGIAR), paving the way for NSFC’s further 
cooperation with partnering organizations with more 
personnel exchange, more bilateral workshops and 
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substantial cooperation among collaborators sup-
ported.

The 14th Meeting of China-Korea Joint Committee for Basic 
Scientific Research held in Suzhou.

Steady bilateral and substan-
tial collaboration 
In 2010, NSFC continued to be committed to the 
improvement of the funding environment and the 
promotion of substantial joint research based on 
previous work, according to the country-specific 
study and investigations and the overall strategic 
planning for international cooperation of science 
funding. Substantial cooperation between NSFC 
and NSF expanded into more research fields. In 
2010, bilateral workshops organized and funded 
by NSFC and NSF in analytic chemistry, chemical 
engineering, geo-microbiology and major engineer-
ing and urban environment recovery developed 
into serial workshops. This created a good platform 
for exchange and cooperation between scientists 
from both countries in related areas and laid a solid 
foundation for future substantial cooperation. It also 
played a positive role in stimulating the innovative 
thinking of Chinese young researchers and the co-
operation and exchange between Chinese and US 
young researchers.

In 2010, regional cooperation that NSFC partici-
pated in and organized came to maturity and NS-
FC's cooperation with international organizations 
gradually expanded. The Meeting of the Heads of 
Research Councils of Asian Countries was held in 
China. The three parties reached consensus on 
areas of cooperation and the suggestion from the 
Chinese side about appropriate expansion of the 

NSFC- IIASA Workshop on Drivers of Global Transformation 
held in Beijing.

Full cooperation with IIASA continued in 2010 with 
the IIASA China expert committee established and 
bilateral workshop on “Drivers of Global Transfor-
mation” organized by NSFC and IIASA. All these 
efforts have strengthened the cooperation between 
Chinese scientists and IIASA and enabled Chinese 
scientists to play a more active role in IIASA’s 10-
year strategic plan. In 2010, cooperation between 
NSFC and the European Organization for Nuclear 
Research (CERN) achieved steady progress. The 
trilateral collaborative mechanism among NSFC, 
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) and 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) was stabi-
lized, paving way for future cooperation. The three 
parties carried out comprehensive discussion on 
jointly funding Chinese scientists’ participation in 
the next-step international cooperation with CERN 
and started to allocate relevant funding.

In 2010, the budget for NSFC’s international co-
operation reached around 300 million Yuan, an 
increase of 85% than that of 2009. In order to put 
into practice NSFC’s strategic guideline of "three 
focuses" and encourage scientists to carry out 
substantial joint research in the priority areas, all 
the scientific departments in NSFC laid out priority 
areas for Major International Cooperation Program 
and stressed on basic, cross-disciplinary, mutually 
beneficial research, which contributed to further de-
velopment of substantial joint research. In 2010, a 

funding scale received positive responses from the 
Japanese and Korean sides.
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total of 64 Major International Cooperation projects 
were funded with 128.8 million Yuan, and 99 joint 
research projects with 86.184 million Yuan under 
the framework of bilateral agreements.

2010 marks the second year in which the Research 
Fund for International Young Scientists was imple-
mented. A total of 80 young foreign scientists from 
a number of developed countries in frontier areas 
of mathematics, life sciences etc. were funded with 
a total amount of 15.1 million Yuan. This funding 
succeeded in attracting excellent young foreign sci-
entists to work in China and in fostering future col-
laborative partners.

The science funding, in its choices of areas to 
launch joint calls to fund bilateral or multilateral 
cooperation, strived to reflect more the needs of 
Chinese scientists and NSFC’s priority funding ar-
eas and directions, so as to help Chinese scientists 
to enter the frontier of world science. The 2009 and 
2010 meetings of the Heads of Research Councils 
of Asian Countries respectively set "Research in the 
Next Generation Internet" and "Plasma Physics" as 
the themes of the next A3 Foresight Programs. In 
China-Japan joint research program in environment 
and energy, areas related to the Major Research 
Plan "Power Disaster in Major Projects" in the De-
partment of Engineering and Material Science was 
laid down for bilateral cooperation due to persua-
sive efforts made from the NSFC side.

The 8th Meeting of the Heads of Research Councils of Asian 
Countries (A-HORCS) held in Xi'an.

The 10th Anniversary of the 
Sino-German Center 
2010 witnessed the 10th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the Sino-German Center. Together 
with DFG, NSFC organized a series of celebrating 
activities. Both sides expressed their satisfaction 
about the development of the bilateral relations and 
full confidence in future cooperation. Furthermore, 
both sides exchanged ideas on how to promote 
international cooperation, enhance the fostering of 
young researchers and raise the quality of funded 
projects. Suggestions on China-Germany coopera-
tion in the next decade were also provided from 
strategic and policy perspectives, which gave new 
impetus to Sino-German cooperation. Prof. Lu 
Yongxiang, Vice Chairman of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People's Congress attended 
the anniversary celebration and expressed his high 
appreciation on the Center's accomplishments. 

During the past decade, the Center received around 
300 million RMB from NSFC and DFG. The annual 
personnel exchange volume between Chinese and 
German scientists funded by the Center was about 
1400, and altogether around 14 000 Chinese and 
German scientists were supported. The Center has 
become an important channel for China-Germany 
cooperation and exchange.

Substantial cooperation with 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan 
According to the principles and policies of the Cen-
tral government towards cooperation with Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan, NSFC further promoted 
its cooperation with these regions in 2010. Its co-
operation with Taiwan K. T. Li Foundation for the 
development of Science and Technology expanded 
into more areas and both sides reached consensus 
on deepening cross-straits cooperation in basic 
research. Its cooperation with Hong Kong contin-
ued to develop further. 7 cross-straits projects, 23 
NSFC-RGC (Research Grants Council) projects, 
and 6 workshops were funded with a total funding 
of 16 million RMB.




