General Program

General Program is the main part of the National Natural Science Fund. Its position is to keep a balanced layout of general funding, to aim at frontier science, to promote disciplinary development, and to stimulate original innovation.

General Program supports researchers doing basic research on freely selected topics within the funding scope of NSFC to conduct innovative research and to make new discoveries or important progress through research. It encourages foresighted novel and exploratory research, protects non-consensus projects and supports risky but innovative research.

In 2008, 8 924 projects of General Program were supported, with a funding of 2.886 474 billion yuan and an average funding of 323 500 yuan per project, which is 28 600 yuan more than that in the previous year, and the average funding rate is 18.1%, 0.97% more than that from the previous year. In 2009, General Program will continue to limit its funding scale and maintain the same funding intensity as in 2008. Applicants are advised to make their budget according to the actual needs and take account of the funding intensity in relevant departments of NSFC as well.

Applicants should know relevant research status in China and the world as well, can lead a group to conduct innovative research, and the home institutions should have necessary experimental research conditions. The proposed research should have important academic meaning and research merits, and have sufficient theoretical basis, new academic ideas, clear research objectives, specific research contents and feasible research schemes. The research period is 3 years in general. Applications should be written according to the outlines for General Program.

Each scientific department introduces its funding policies for the General Program, and at the same time, describes the general situation of the department.
Funding of General Program Projects in 2008
Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Department
	Applications
	Approved
	Funding rate 
(%)

	
	
	Projects
	Funding
	Percentage of the total (%)
	Average funding per project
	

	Total
	49 310
	8 924
	288 647.4
	100
	32.35
	18.10

	Mathematical and Physical Sciences
	3 297
	926
	31 690
	1 0.98
	34.22
	28.09

	Chemical Sciences
	4 669
	1 001
	32 061
	11.11
	32.03
	21.44

	Life Sciences
	21 448
	3 471
	103 127
	3 5.73
	29.71
	16.18

	Earth Sciences
	3 413
	860
	37 393
	1 2.95
	43.48
	25.20

	Engineering and Materials Science
	8 362
	1 321
	45 833
	1 5.88
	34.70
	15.80

	Information Sciences
	5 263
	957
	29 453
	1 020
	30.78
	18.18

	Management Sciences
	2 858
	388
	9 090.4
	3.15
	23.43
	13.58


