National Science Fund for Talent Training in Basic Science

In 2009, the Fund plans to finance 7 projects of talent fostering for special disciplines, and 14 teacher-training projects.
I. Project of Talent Fostering for Special Disciplines

Special discipline refers to basic scientific disciplines that have long term social benefit, highly relying on NSFC’s funding and the support from the government. Disciplines such as glaciology and cryopedology, geo-paleontology, vertebrata palasiatica, animal taxonomy, insect taxonomy and applications of natural sciences in archeology, etc. have been supported by NSFC’s special fund for talent training in basic science. This project mainly funds capability building of the special disciplines, so as to expand their research achievements, stabilizing, optimizing and fostering special and endangered research teams, and enhance their ability for serving the society. The funding is mainly used for research cost spent by the disciplinary leaders and the nurturing of new generations of talents.

Number of Awards: 7 planned.

Funding Intensity: 2.1 million yuan per project for 3 years.
II. Teacher Training Projects
On the basis of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, this project continues to support the training of high standard teachers. Through seminars on basic courses and training classes, it is intended to strengthen the academic and teaching capabilities of backbone teachers. Teachers from the western parts and remote regions of China are encouraged to take part in this type of project in the hope of strengthening the radiating effects.

Project Contents: training, exchange activities and seminars for young backbone teachers on basic courses, experimental classes of mathematics, physics, chemistry, earth science, biology, basic medical sciences (traditional Chinese medicine) and psychology on the one hand, and field training of geology and biology on the other. 

Project Requirements: Applications should be consulted with the heads of the steering committee for teaching in relevant disciplines, and training summaries should be submitted at the end of the project. 
Number of Awards: 14 planned.

Funding Intensity: around 100 000 yuan per project per year.
