Young Scientists Fund

The Young Scientists Fund is the fund for young scientists to start their research careers. It aims at stabilizing young research teams, fostering backup talents, supporting independent research, stimulating creative thinking and continuously strengthening the capability of young people to make innovation, conduct coordinated research and promote the development of young scientists.

The Young Scientists Fund has about the same application, evaluation and management mechanism as the General Program. Applicants should be able to do independent research, and the main participants of the project should be mostly young people. The research period is 3 years in general. Applicants should follow the Outlines for writing the proposals for the Young Scientists Fund when writing proposals. Please propose research topics according to the funding areas outlined in sections of General Program in each scientific department and discipline.

In 2008, the Young Scientists Fund supported 4 757 projects. The total funding was 939.9420 million yuan. The number of applications and the success rate of funding have both had large increase over the previous year. The average funding was 197 600 yuan per project, which Is 12 500 yuan more than that of 2007, and the average success rate was 22.51%, which Is 2.77% higher than that of 2007. In 2009, the average funding will be kept at 200 thousand yuan per project, and the rate of funding will be about the same as that of 2008.

Statistics of Funding for Young Scientists Fund in 2008
Unit: 10 000 yuan

	Scientific department
	Applications
	Approved funding
	Funding rate
(%)

	
	
	Projects
	Funding
	Percentage of the total (%)
	Average per project
	

	Total
	21 134
	4 757
	93 994.2
	100
	19.76
	22.51

	Mathematical and Physical Sciences
	1 545
	483
	9 664
	10.28
	20.01
	31.26

	Chemical Sciences
	2 146
	530
	9 763
	10.39
	18.42
	24.70

	Life Sciences
	7 864
	1 560
	31 223
	33.22
	20.01
	19.84

	Earth Sciences
	1 876
	552
	11 033
	11.74
	19.99
	29.42

	Engineering and Materials Sciences
	3 582
	887
	18 044
	19.20
	20.34
	24.76

	Information Sciences
	2 936
	553
	11 058
	11.76
	20
	18.84

	Management Sciences
	1 185
	192
	3 209.2
	3.41
	16.71
	16.20


Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences

The development of young scientists is particularly important for the development of mathematical and physical sciences. The Department has always been paying attention to fostering and supporting young scientists, and the funding rate has always been higher than that of General Program projects. In 2009, the Department will maintain higher funding rate for the Young Scientists Fund so as to give more young people the opportunity to do independent research, and foster outstanding talents for basic research.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Mathematical
 and Physical Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Divisions
	2007 
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate

(%)

	Mathematics
	84
	1 344
	30.11
	140
	2 304
	32.56

	Mechanics
	78
	1 677
	27.96
	106
	2 346
	30.11

	Astronomy
	14
	322
	31.11
	23
	529
	33.33

	Physics I
	90
	1 980
	30.00
	132
	2 763
	30.07

	Physics II
	56
	1 115
	33.14
	82
	1 722
	32.16

	Total
	322
	6 438
	30.04
	483
	9 664
	31.26

	Average funding per project
	19.99
	20.01


Department of Chemical Sciences

The Department of Chemical Sciences upholds the principle of people first and fostering of innovative talents, brings into full play the maintaining and fostering role of the Young Scientists Fund, and steadily increases the funding scope according to the idea of controlling a proper funding level, trying to, on the basis of the funding scale of 2008, further raise the funding intensity to young scientists. The Young Scientists Fund stresses on supporting research projects with innovative ideas, giving less weight to research accumulation and research team evaluation, so as to facilitate the growth of young scientists. 
Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Chemical Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10 000 yuan 

	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)
	Projects
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)

	Division I
	Inorganic chemistry
	35+6*
	660
	23.43
	58+4*
	1 179
	24.41

	
	Analytical chemistry
	37+5*
	730
	21.11
	55+5*
	1 132
	25.42

	Division II
	Organic chemistry
	56+9*
	1 159
	25.29
	90+5*
	1 717
	24.42

	Division III
	Physical chemistry
	57+10*
	1 159
	25.57
	93+5*
	1 787
	25.26

	Division VI
	Polymers
	38+6*
	806
	24.18
	57+3*
	1 118
	26.20

	
	Environmental chemistry
	36+5*
	700
	21.35
	55+4*
	1 087
	23.79

	Division V
	Chemical engineering
	51+9*
	1 025
	20.20
	91+5*
	1 743
	23.88

	Total 
	310+50*
	6 239
	23.02
	499+31*
	9 763
	24.70

	Average funding per project
	17.33 (18.82**)
	18.42 (19.01**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Average funding for three-year projects of Young Scientists Fund.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Life Sciences

Starting from 2007, NSFC adjusted the funding mode and layout, and according to the talent fostering features of the Young Scientists Fund and the actual needs, made proper increase of the success rate of the Young Scientists Fund and reduced the average funding. In 2008, the Department of Life Sciences received 7 864 applications for the Young Scientists Fund in total (7 546 accepted), which was 1 380 more than that in 2007 (an increase of 21.28%). The Young Scientists Fund supported 1,560 projects (1 129 projects in 2007), with a funding rate of 20.67% and an average funding of 200 100 yuan per project (171 400 yuan per project in 2007). In the future, the Department will continue to follow the principle of NSFC Young Scientists Fund to stabilize young research teams, foster backup talents, stimulate innovative thinking, support independent research and give steady support to young scientists. For details of application, please refer to the section of General Program of the Department in this guide. In 2009, the funding per project for Young Scientists Fund will be 210 000 yuan in the Department.

In the application and evaluation of the Young Scientists Fund, in addition to the common problems mentioned in General Program projects, there exist problems in the following two aspects.

1. Brief introduction of the applicants was not written according to the requirements of application outline. Some bios of the applicants provided were not in sufficient details, from which we can not tell whether the applicant is still doing Ph.D. study, the time of graduation or the time the diploma is obtained.

2. Some applicants did not list as required by the writing outline all authors of the papers published, the name of the journal and the year of publication, volume and pages, and the reviewer can not tell the relation between the applicant and the member of the research group.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Life Sciences
 in the Recent Two Years
Unit: 10 000 yuan 

	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++ (%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++ (%)

	Division I
	Microbiology
	38
	649
	14.79 
	53
	1 058
	17.38 

	
	Botany
	21+2*
	351+16*
	12.71 
	40
	809
	20.73 

	Division II
	Ecology 
	36
	621
	20.69 
	51
	1 015
	17.47 

	
	Forest science
	19+2*
	325+16*
	17.07 
	26
	526
	18.31 

	Division III
	Biochemistry, biophysics and molecular biology
	33
	560
	14.80 
	45
	902
	19.23 

	
	Cell biology
	49
	833
	31.41 
	47
	933
	29.38 

	
	Genetics
	37
	624
	28.03 
	69
	1 384
	23.00 

	
	Immunology
	46
	783
	22.77 
	63
	1 251
	23.33 

	Division IV
	Neuroscience and psychology
	63
	1 081
	27.04 
	79
	1 578
	25.48 

	
	Biomedical engineering
	53
	1 023
	22.46 
	81
	1 626
	24.92 

	Division V
	Agricultural science
	84
	1 428
	19.05 
	114
	2 283
	22.22 

	Division VI
	Animal husbandry, veterinary and aquatic sciences
	65+2*
	1 098+16*
	20.00 
	89
	1 770
	20.27 

	
	Zoology 
	15
	256
	18.07 
	21
	414
	19.81 

	Division VII
	Physiology and pathology
	129
	2 195
	18.45 
	175
	3 496
	23.49 

	
	Preventive medicine and hygienics
	79
	1 345
	19.80 
	106
	2 114
	29.36 

	Division VIII
	Basic clinical medicine I
	120
	2 039
	16.93 
	163
	3 302
	18.71 

	Division IX
	TCM and materia medica
	74
	1 278
	15.38 
	104
	2 081
	17.51 

	
	Pharmacology
	48+2*
	813+16*
	16.61 
	67
	1 334
	16.50 

	Division X
	Basic clinical

medicine II
	120+1*
	2 049+8*
	15.36 
	167
	3 347
	17.04 

	Total 
	1 129+9*
	19 351+72*
	18.50 
	1560
	31 223
	20.67 

	Average funding per project
	17.07 (17.14**)
	20.01


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Average funding for projects of Young Scientists Fund.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Earth Sciences

In 2008, the Department of Earth Sciences received 1 876 applications for the Young Scientists Fund in total from 374 units. The number of applications from universities was 1 064, accounting for 56.7%, and that from research institutes was 755, accounting for 40.3%. The Department funded 552 projects, with a total funding of 110.33 million yuan, or 200 000 yuan per project and a funding rate of 29.4%. In 2008, among the projects of Young Scientists Fund, universities undertook 296 projects, accounting for 53.6%, and research institutes undertook 240 projects, accounting for 43.5%. Continuously fostering outstanding young scientists is one of the important goals of NSFC. The Department will further strengthen its funding to young and especially outstanding young talents. The Young Scientists Fund is mainly to foster young talents, provide more opportunities for young scholars in their early career, and support them to grow faster. The focus of the Young Scientists Fund will be on researchers with Ph.D. degrees who have just started to do basic research and need funding most.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Earth Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects
	Funding
	Rate of funding

(%)
	Projects
	Funding
	Rate of funding

(%)

	Division I
	Geography

(including soil science and remote sensing )
	196
	3 800
	29.52
	236
	4 717
	28.96

	Division II
	Geology
	61
	1 185
	29.47
	89
	1 778
	30.38

	
	Geophysics and space physics
	30
	596
	28.85
	39
	780
	29.10

	Division III
	Geophysics and space physics
	32
	618
	29.63
	49
	979
	29.70

	Division IV
	Marine science
	63
	1 226
	29.44
	76
	1 540
	29.34

	Division V
	Atmospheric science
	47
	912
	29.56
	63
	1 239
	30.00

	Total
	429
	8 337
	29.46
	552
	11 033
	29.42

	Average funding per project
	19.43
	19.98


Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences

In 2008, the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences received 3 582 applications (172 were rejected.) for the Young Scientists Fund, which was 22.21% more than that in 2007, representing a rather high increase. In order to encourage innovation, foster young research talents and ensure a high approval rate and funding intensity of the Young Scientists Fund, the Department, when drafting the plan for 2008, adopted the policy of “maintaining the funding scale for General Program and increasing its funding intensity, expanding the funding scale of the Young Scientists Fund, raising its funding rate and maintaining its funding intensity”. In 2008, the Department funded 887 projects with a total funding of 180.44 million yuan. The average funding per project was 203.6 thousand yuan and the funding rate was 24.76%.
Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Engineering
and Materials Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

 (%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

(%)

	Materials Science I
	Metallic materials
	48
	1 028
	19.59
	70
	1 432
	26.22

	Materials Science II
	Inorganic non metallic materials
	79+1*
	1 590
	19.05
	119
	2 368
	25.48

	
	Organic polymer materials
	48
	1 010
	19.75
	70+4*
	1 481
	24.75

	Engineering Science I
	Metallurgy and mining science
	41
	800
	20.30
	61
	1 263
	25.63

	Engineering Science II
	Mechanical engineering
	100
	2 000
	20.41
	150
	3 086
	25.60

	Engineering Science III
	Engineering thermo physics and energy use 
	59
	1 180
	20.14
	87
	1 796
	25.82

	Engineering Science IV
	Architecture, environment and structural engineering
	118
	2 405
	18.73
	189
	3 848
	23.80

	Engineering Science V
	Hydrology and marine engineering
	46
	920
	19.41
	79
	1 578
	22.70

	
	Electrical science and engineering 
	36
	737
	21.05
	58
	1 192
	23.58

	Total 
	575+1*
	11 670
	19.65
	883+4*
	18 044
	24.76

	Average funding per project
	20.26 (20.27**)
	20.36(20.4**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Information Sciences

In 2008, the Department of Information Sciences accepted 2 936 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, representing an increase of 25.96% from that of 2007, or 605 more applications. In 2008, 553 projects were funded, including 4 small grants, with an average funding rate of 18.83% (16.77% in 2007), and the total funding was 110.58 million yuan, averaging 199 900 yuan per project. In 2009, the Department will continue to pay attention to applications for Young Scientist Fund, maintain the same funding level, and increase the funding rate. Please provide the information of the applicants such as bios as required by the application outline.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Information Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division
	2007
	2008

	
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

(%)
	Projects 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++

(%)

	Division I
	Electronics and technology
	24
	532
	13.41
	59
	1 173
	30.26

	
	Information and communication system
	31
	655
	14.83
	33
	634
	16.26

	
	Information acquisition and processing
	46+2*
	990
	16.9
	57
	1 117
	17.92

	Division II
	Theoretical computer science, computer software and hardware 
	43+3*
	855
	17.56
	46
	894
	17.29

	
	Computer application
	25+2*
	406
	17.09
	62
	1 202
	18.02

	
	Network and information security
	43+4*
	952
	16.90
	54
	1 049
	17.53

	Division III
	Control theory and control engineering
	31+2*
	630
	16.26
	48
	961
	18.05

	
	System science and

system engineering
	15
	304
	22.73
	20
	392
	19.8

	
	AI and intelligent system
	36
	725
	17.73
	50
	988
	18.25

	Division IV
	Semiconductor science and information devices
	27+6*
	716
	17.37
	49+1*
	1 060
	18.66

	
	Information optics and photoelectric devices
	19+3*
	473
	17.19
	39
	840
	18.75

	
	Laser technology and technical optics
	25+4*
	624
	17.06
	35
	748
	19.02

	Total 
	365+26*
	7 818
	16.77
	552+1*
	11 058
	18.83

	Average funding per project
	20.00 (20.92**)
	19.99(20.03**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Management Sciences

In recent years, both the level of applications and researches in the Young Scientists Fund of the Department of Management Sciences has been improved. The projects have paid attention to the explorations in scientific frontier areas, and the researches, while being rigorous and reasonable, have made some high standard achievements. Along with the increase of the number of applications, some problems have emerged. A number of applications contain large topics, duplicate the work of Ph.D. thesis or post-doc research, fail to provide information required by NSFC, or submit the same applications to other funding sources.

In 2008, the Department of Management Sciences accepted 1 185 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, accounting for 28.30% of the three types of projects in General Program. While the total number of applications in the Department kept unchanged, applications for Young Scientists Fund increased 18.48% in 2007, and further increased by 12.00% in 2008. After evaluation, 192 projects were funded, which is an increase of 60.00% compared with 120 projects in 2007, much higher than the 7.18% increase for General Program. The funding level was 167 100 yuan per project, which is higher than 150 400 yuan per project in 2007. They accounted for 31.84% of the total projects in General Program, Young Scientists Fund and the Fund for Less Developed Regions of the Department, which is more than 22.78% in 2006 and 23.95% in 2007. The funding was 24.95% of the total for the three project types in the Department, which was a large increase compared with 19.34% in 2007. The increase in the funding scope for the Young Scientists Fund shows the emphasis of NSFC on improving talent fostering system, supporting young research forces and fostering outstanding talents in the Eleventh-Five Year Plan period.

The Division I of the Department received 402 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, which is an increase of 31.80% from that in 2007, accepted 388 and funded 68 projects. The Division II received 428 applications, which is an increase of 19.22% from 359 in 2007, accepted 407 and funded 67 projects. The Division III received 355 applications, which is 9.90% lower than the 394 in 2007, accepted 335 and funded 57 projects. Please see the following table for the funding of the Young Scientists Fund in the last two years.

In 2009, the Department shall fund more projects through the Young Scientists Fund, and slightly increase the funding amount per project. It will continue to follow the principle of expanding the funding scope and limiting the funding intensity in managing the Young Scientists Fund.
The requirements given in the general description of the General Program in the Department of Management Sciences in this guide also apply here, so please read carefully before applying.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Management Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10 000 yuan
	Division 
	2007 
	2008 

	
	Project 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)
	Project 
	Funding 
	Funding rate++
(%)

	Division I
	Management science and engineering
	32+8*
	554+52*
	13.11
	65+3*
	1 138.7+24*
	16.92

	Division II
	Business administration
	41
	619
	11.42
	67
	1 113.5
	15.65

	Division III
	Macro-management and policy
	35+4*
	563+24*
	9.90
	54+3*
	912+21*
	16.06

	Total 
	108+12*
	1 736+76*
	11.34
	186+6*
	3 164.2+45*
	16.20

	Average funding per project
	15.10(16.07**)
	16.71(17.01**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
