International (Regional) Cooperation and Exchange
In 2008, funding of international collaboration in NSFC will continue to implement the scientific concept of development and the 24-character working principles, while focusing on the core task of science funding. It will carry through the four major strategies in the new period and actively encourage undertakers of NSFC projects to conduct extensive and fruitful international cooperation and exchange. It will strive to draw in an extensive range of international research resources to boost original innovative capabilities of basic research in China. In line with the overall planning of its Eleventh Five-Year Plan, NSFC will keep playing a guiding role for substantial international cooperation and pushing ahead its shift to strategic cooperation. The following tasks will be given priority in 2008: 

1) Continue to strengthen the organization and implementation of substantial joint research projects and facilitate researchers to make full use of global scientific and research resources; 

2) Give full play to the key role of bi/multilateral cooperative agreements, consolidate strategic cooperation with overseas funding organizations, and plan and organize substantial joint research projects at a higher level and of better quality.

3) Adopt the management of excellence approach, further standardize the examination and approval procedures and strictly implement the budgeting system, so as to improve the environment for international collaboration in science funding and the managerial efficiency.

Those who undertake NSFC projects of General, Key and Major Programs, Young Scientists Fund, Regional Fund, National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars and Creative Research Group are qualified to apply for NSFC international collaboration fund.

Please refer to NSFC website for detailed information concerning the requirements for applicants and management regulations of various programs, the main mission of the Bureau of International Cooperation (BIC), its organizational structure and related responsibilities, general information on the agreements signed between NSFC and its partners abroad, and the list of agreements. 

The “Two Base Program” was merged into “Joint Research Fund for Overseas, Hong Kong and Macao Scholars” on January 1, 2008. Applications for this program are no longer accepted thereafter. 

In 2008, only applications for Major International　(Regional) Cooperation Projects are received during NSFC’s concentrated application period.
Project Categories
1. Joint Research Project
This program aims at encouraging NSFC grantees to participate in extensive international cooperation and exchange activities, promote scientific innovation, talent training and disciplinary build-up of the on-going NSFC projects, and enhance their research capability, so as to strive for breakthroughs in cutting edge areas. Meanwhile, it encourages scientists to maintain sound bi/multilateral relations with overseas science funding organizations and international organizations through the cooperation and exchange.

The Program funds Chinese scientists to carry out joint research with foreign scientists on subjects of common interests and relative to NSFC ongoing projects through information and data exchange, personnel exchange as well as cooperation in lab activities. 

2. Major International (Regional) Cooperation Program
The strategic position of this program is to speed up the growth of original innovative capability and enhance international competitiveness of basic research in China through substantial joint research; to organize and participate in regional and global scientific activities in order to help Chinese scientific community and NSFC to have a proper place and voice in the international S&T innovation system, to foster and train a batch of distinguished scientists of international influence at the forefront of science, and to consolidate the cooperative relationship between NSFC and overseas corresponding scientific institutions and international S&T organizations, and to contribute to Chinese overall diplomatic work.

Researchers applying for this program shall put forward innovative joint research subjects around major scientific issues, and clarify the necessity and complementality of the cooperation according to the priority areas of NSFC. The partners shall have long and stable collaborative basis and the overseas partners shall have matching fund for this research. In the process of research cooperation, emphasis shall be given to the protection of intellectual property rights.

The average funding intensity of this program is around 1-2 million yuan and each usually lasts 3-4 years.

3. International Conferences (including those within the framework of MoUs)
To enhance the international reputation and competitiveness of basic research in China, create an environment conducive to the development of basic research as well as foster scientists of international visibility and cutting edge innovative research groups, NSFC funds its project undertakers to hold international conferences in China, aiming to improve the research quality of NSFC projects and expand their international impact.

To facilitate the wide participation of NSFC project undertakers in international cooperation and exchange, this fund supports Chinese scientists to organize and hold various bi/multilateral academic conferences. These conferences shall be closely connected with NSFC projects, and the themes of these conferences shall be of major significance to the progress of relative disciplines in China, in line with NSFC priority areas, and facilitate the implementation of major research plans. NSFC also supports its project undertakers to organize and take part in academic workshops held in China or abroad within the framework of its agreements with overseas partners.

4. Special Fund for Chinese Scholars Abroad Returning for Short-period of Work or Lecture in China 
NSFC established the Special Fund for Chinese Scholars Abroad Returning for Short-period of Work or Lecture in China in order to carry through the strategy of “Empowering China through talents”, give full play to the role of overseas talents as well as attracting overseas Chinese scholars to work for the development of Chinese basic research and disciplinary build-up. 

This fund encourages home institutions of NSFC project undertakers to attract overseas Chinese scholars to participate in research work in China through short-period of lecture or work, so as to offer more care, support and better environment for them to partake in NSFC projects and give full play to their expertise and intelligence.
International (Regional) Cooperation and Exchange with Different Countries and Regions

Asia, Africa and International Organizations

NSFC has signed bilateral agreements or memoranda of understanding on S&T cooperation with nine scientific funding organizations in Asia and Africa and six international research organizations in the world.
1. A3 Foresight Program
Jointly sponsored by NSFC, Japan Society for Promotion of Science (JSPS) and Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF), the A3 Foresight Program supports the cooperation of scientists from China, Japan and Korea to conduct cutting edge research in selected strategic areas. The purpose of this program is to enable Asia to become one of the core research centers in the world. Meanwhile, through the implementation of this program, the goal of fostering excellent young researchers and making contributions to the solution of common regional issues can also be reached. The joint research area of current year is the same as the topic of the Northeastern Asian Symposium organized by NSFC, JSPS and KOSEF in the previous year. The joint research area of A3 Foresight Program is advanced materials for 2008. The projects of A3 Foresight Program will be conducted as Major International Joint Research Project. 
NSFC, JSPS and KOSEF will make call for proposals on their websites in December, respectively. Two 3-year projects will be supported with two million yuan each by NSFC. 

2. NSFC-JST Joint Research Project
Since 2004, NSFC and Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) have developed cooperation on the theme of “S&T for Environmental Conservation and Construction of a Society with Less Environmental Burden”. Each year, both organizations will decide the joint research areas through discussion, and workshops with topics selected from the decided joint research areas will be organized in China and Japan alternatively. Both sides will announce the cooperation research areas and call for proposals on the websites in June each year. A maximum of five 3-year projects will be selected for support with the funding of up to one million yuan per project from NSFC. This program is conducted as Major International Joint Research Project.

3. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and JSPS
The memorandum of understanding on scientific exchange between NSFC and JSPS stipulates that the two sides jointly support ten 3-year joint research projects and four bilateral workshops per year organized by Chinese and Japanese scientists, of which two are held in China and two in Japan. Both organizations will issue call for proposals on their websites in June every year. The application deadline is the Friday of the first complete week in September.

4. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and KOSEF
NSFC and KOSEF jointly support bilateral activities including joint research projects and academic seminars. The duration of each project is two years. Participants of bilateral seminars from each side must come from at least three institutions. Both organizations will issue call for proposals on their websites in October and the deadlines for joint research projects and bilateral academic seminars are December 15 and Jan. 15 of the next year, respectively. The Sino-Korean Joint Committee on Basic Science makes final decisions on the support of bilateral activities.

5. Bilateral cooperation between NSFC and CSIR
NSFC and Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial Research　(CSIR) cooperate to fund bilateral cooperation and exchange programs, such as bilateral workshops and joint research projects with a duration of three years. In 2008, both sides will co-sponsor up to five exchange projects in organic chemistry and chemical biology and up to four bilateral workshops.

6. Others 
NSFC has signed scientific agreements with the Academy of Scientific Research and Technology of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Pakistan Science Foundation, National Research Council of Thailand and the Department of Science and Technology of India, and jointly fund research projects and bilateral workshops co-organized with them. The programs will be subject to discussion by the sponsoring organizations.

International Scientific Organizations
1. Center of European Nuclear Research (CERN)
According to the cooperation agreement with CERN, NSFC supports Chinese scientists’ participation in LHC experiment at CERN as a major international program together with the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

2. International Center for Theoretical Physics (ICTP)
Every year, NSFC supports about 50 Chinese young scholars in the areas of mathematics, physics and earth science to participate in various research activities at ICTP, such as summer seminars, short-term joint research or post-doctoral research. The Steering Committee of the Tianyuan Fund for Mathematics, the Steering Committee of the Special Fund for Theoretical Physics and expert panels for relevant research areas in earth science are responsible for recommending qualified scholars to ICTP. 

3. International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
According to the bilateral agreement between NSFC and IRRI, both sides will co-support two 3-year major international cooperation projects each year from 2008 to 2010, and NSFC will provide 1 million yuan for each project. The collaborative areas in 2008 will be 1) rice functional genomics to identify, analyze and deploy rice genes contributing to durable resistance of rice to major diseases for indica and/or japonica rice and 2) crop, water and soil nutrient management to improve the sustainable development of intensive rice-based production systems. Call for proposals will be publicized on the website every January and the deadline for proposal submission will be March 31. 

4. International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT)
According to the agreement reached between NSFC and CIMMYT in 2006, both sides co-support 2 3-year major international cooperation projects each year from 2007 to 2009 in areas such as the disease resistance, quality and output of wheat, and disease resistance and high oil content in maize. NSFC will provide 1 million yuan for each project. Call for proposals will be announced on the website each January and the deadline for proposal submission is March 31. 

5. International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
Approved by the State Council in Jan. 2001, NSFC joined IIASA on behalf of China as one of IIASA’s 19 National Member Organizations. NSFC encourages Chinese scientists to conduct multilateral cooperation with various IIASA project groups in the areas of energy, environment, land use, population, etc., and to jointly apply for research funding from various governmental organizations, private and national foundations, World Bank and EU Framework Program. NSFC fully or partially supports several Chinese young scholars to take part in the annual 3-month “Young Scientists Summer Program” from May to August at IIASA. NSFC sponsors Chinese and IIASA scientists to jointly apply for funding for workshops, cooperation and exchange and Major International Cooperation Projects. For detailed information, please refer to IIASA website at http://www.iiasa.ac. 
America, Oceania and Eastern Europe
NSFC has signed scientific cooperative agreements or MoUs with counterpart science funding organizations and research institutions in 12 countries in America, Oceania and Eastern Europe. A detailed list can be found on the website of BIC, NSFC. Priority support will be given to large-scale cooperation of major scientific significance.

1. USA
NSFC encourages collaboration between China and the USA with emphasis on mutual benefit, talent fostering and the attainment of research achievements. In 2008, priority will continuously be given to Sino-US cooperation in areas of information science, network technology, engineering and materials sciences, mathematical and physical sciences, chemistry, biology, social economic dynamics, etc.

In 2008, NSFC and NSF will continue to fund bilateral academic workshops and substantial cooperation between scientists of both countries in areas of common interests. Projects funded under the agreement of NSF and NSFC can be classified into two categories. First, Chinese applicants apply to NSFC at any time of the year while American counterparts apply to NSF according to its specific requirements. In 2008, NSF and NSFC will continue to support bilateral academic workshops and substantial cooperation in the fields of common interests. Second, NSFC and NSF collaborate to receive joint research projects in the areas of social economic dynamics, mathematics and chemistry at a certain time of the year. Please refer to the website for further notice about the call for proposals.

2. Russia
NSFC and Russia Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) jointly support collaborative research projects with a two-year implementation period in mathematical and physical sciences, chemical sciences, life sciences, earth sciences, materials and engineering sciences, information sciences and management sciences. Projects approved will receive a two-year funding with 90 thousand yuan from NSFC side. The call for proposals for 2008 will be announced on the websites of NSFC and RFBR at the beginning of 2008. Scientists of the two countries shall submit proposals respectively to NSFC and RFBR according to the relative regulations and requirements based on mutually agreed cooperative plans.

3. Canada
1) In 2008, NSFC and Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) will jointly support health research programs in certain areas. The implementation period for each project will usually be 3 years and the call for proposals will be launched each year. At most 20 projects will be supported and NSFC will provide 450 thousand yuan to each approved project. The call for proposals is to be publicized simultaneously on the websites of both organizations and priority areas will be announced in the call.

2) In 2008, NSFC and Fonds de la Recherche en Sante du Quebec (FRSQ), Canada will continue to support joint research programs. Scientists of the two countries may submit proposals to NSFC and FRSQ respectively according to their respective requirements.

4. Australia
1) The China/Australia Special Fund co-sponsored by NSFC and the Department of Education, Science and Training of Australia (DEST) will continue to launch a new round of call for proposals in 2008, which will be publicized simultaneously at the websites of NSFC and DEST at the beginning of 2008.

2) In 2008, NSFC will give further attention to cooperation and exchanges with Australia on energy, environment, biology and health research. Under the cooperation framework between NSFC and Australia Research Council (ARC), sustained support to research of common interests will be provided in 2008. 

5. Others
NSFC will continue to support cooperation and exchange between scientists in China and the Czech Republic, New Zealand and Canada within the framework of bilateral agreements in 2008. Applications will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Please refer to the NSFC website concerning various calls for proposals and approval lists.
West Europe
NSFC has signed agreements and memoranda of understanding on scientific cooperation with 27 science foundations or research councils in 15 countries in North, South and West Europe, providing funds for joint research among scientists on topics of common interests. Activities to be funded include short-term exchange visits, bilateral academic workshops and joint research. 

1. UK
NSFC and the Royal Society of UK (RS) support up to 20 joint projects with the duration of 2 years. Each year, NSFC will provide up to 50 thousand yuan for each project, covering international travel costs of Chinese scientists and local costs of British scientists in China. RS provides at most 6000 pounds for each project, covering the international travel costs of British scientists to China and local costs of Chinese scientists in UK. The deadline for application submission is October 1.

NSFC will continue to cooperate with UK research councils such as EPSRC, BBSRC, NERC and MRC to fund small-scale bilateral workshops co-organized by Chinese and British scientists. Chief organizers from both sides should submit applications to their funding organizations respectively which will be responsible for the evaluation and approval. Substantial joint research projects will be encouraged.
NSFC and the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) support 2-year joint research projects between scientists of both countries in areas of common interests. NSFC provides up to 50 thousand yuan to each project and RSE up to 6 thousand pounds each year. NSFC and RSE will decide the area for collaboration every year and call for proposals will be announced simultaneously in mid October.

2. Germany
According to the agreement on cooperation between NSFC and DFG of Germany, both sides will support short-term research visits (usually not exceeding three months), bilateral workshops and joint research projects. Chinese and German scientists shall submit their applications to their own funding organizations, which will make final decision after respective evaluation and consultation. Since 2005, NSFC and DFG have started to encourage scientists to apply for substantial joint research projects. Applicants should jointly make research plans and then submit their applications to their own funding organizations. NSFC and DFG will organize evaluation and then together make the funding decision. 
3. France
NSFC supports cooperation and exchange programs, such as joint research and bilateral academic workshops, between Chinese and French scientists in basic research and applied basic research areas under its agreement with CNRS, INRA, IFREMER and CEA. 

4. Finland
According to the agreement of scientific cooperation between NSFC and the Academy of Finland, both sides will support short-term study visits (usually not exceeding three months), personal exchange and bilateral workshops. Meanwhile, NSFC and AF encourage scientists or research teams of both countries to carry out substantial cooperation. Each year, both sides will decide through discussion the collaborative areas and number of projects to be funded, make simultaneous call for proposals, and receive proposals from scientists of their respective countries. They will evaluate the proposals according to the forms and procedures agreed upon and make final funding decision.

5. Ireland
According to the agreement between NSFC and Science Foundation Ireland, bilateral workshops and joint research projects between Chinese and Irish scientists in areas of common interests will be supported. Joint research projects will be subject to agreement between the two organizations on collaborative research areas and number of projects to be approved. Call for proposals will be launched simultaneously and scientists of both countries shall apply to their respective funding organization.

6. Others
NSFC has signed MOU or agreements with CNR of Italy, SNF of Switzerland, RCN of Norway, CSIC of Spain, NOW and TNO of Netherlands, FNRS/NFWO of Belgium, FWF of Austria, NHRF of Greece and JNICT of Portugal, to cosponsor cooperation and exchange projects and bilateral workshops. It will continue to receive applications under the framework of the above agreements on a case-by-case basis in 2008. 

Hong Kong and Macao SARs and Taiwan Region of China
Adhering to the principles of “one country, two systems” and the Basic Law of the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong of the People’s Republic of China, NSFC will continue its active support to various forms of cooperation and exchange between inland and Hong Kong scientists in the areas of mutual interests. In such cooperation, the principles of complementary advantages, mutual promotion and sharing of results should be carried through, priorities of cooperation be stressed and flexible means of cooperation and exchange be adopted. For instance, joint research, jointly holding international and domestic scientific conferences and exchange of scientists may be chosen as approaches to the cooperation of both sides.

On November 23, 1998, NSFC and the Research Grant Council of Hong Kong reached the agreement on establishing a joint research fund. According to the agreement, the joint research fund is 7.5 million yuan and 15 million Hong Kong dollars in 2008. Priority funding areas include information science, biological science, new materials, ocean and environmental science, Chinese traditional medicine and management science. For detailed information, please refer to the announcement of application for 2008. NSFC made a formal announcement in the 4th quarter of 2007 along with other categories of funding.

NSFC will continue to support various activities of scientific cooperation and exchange with substantial contents among inland and Macao scientists. Emphasis will be put on research projects related to environmental protection, urban development and modernization of traditional Chinese medicine.

NSFC has spared no efforts to encourage and promote scientific cooperation and exchange between scientists on both sides of the Taiwan Straits. In 2008, NSFC will keep doing its utmost to promote and fund cooperation and exchange activities, especially joint research projects with substantial contents in some mutually interested areas.

Sino-German Center for Research Promotion
The Sino-German Center for Research Promotion, jointly founded by NSFC and DFG of Germany, is mainly for the promotion of scientific cooperation and exchange among institutions of higher learning in China and Germany in the fields of basic research and applied basic research. NSFC and DFG each cover 50% of the Center’s budget and the budget for 2008 is 24 million RMB. 

The Center mainly supports bilateral workshops, joint research groups, cooperative projects (in some strategic areas), young scientist projects, seminars, publications as well as preparatory activities for cooperative projects. Its funding scope excludes international or multilateral cooperation and exchange.

The Center accepts proposals submitted jointly by Chinese and German scientists at any time of the year. Applications must be written in both Chinese and German or Chinese and English, and submitted directly to the Center (7 copies in written form and one electronic copy for each application). In the applications, the content, theme, academic significance and academic purpose of the research, as well as the participants, contact information, detailed schedule and specific costs shall be specified. 

Following the suggestions by the Joint Committee of the Center, strategic areas such as water resources, intelligent traffic and advanced manufacturing technology will be given priority support.

In 2008, the Center will support 25 prominent PhD students and postdocs in physics and 10 in economics to participate in the meeting of Nobel Laureates and pay visits to famous German laboratories.

Up to now, the Center has received around 500 applications, of which over 200 are finally approved. Specific requirements and relevant information are available on the website of the Center: 
http://www.sinogermanscience.org.cn
