Fund for Talented Professionals

The fund for talented professionals is an important part of NSFC’s funding system. It mainly includes the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (including those with foreign citizenship), Young Scientists Fund, Fund for Less Developed Regions, Fund for Creative Research Groups, Joint Research Fund for Overseas, Hong Kong and Macao Scholars, and National Fund for Talent Training in Basic Science. Please see the followings for details.
National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars

The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars aims at speeding up the growth of young scientific talents, encouraging overseas Chinese scholars to work in China and fostering a group of prominent academic pacemakers in the forefront of world science and technology. The Fund specially supports excellent young Chinese scientists under the age of 45, who work domestically or abroad but plan to return soon, doing basic research in natural sciences.

I. Eligibility of applicants:
1. Love the socialist motherland and have good research style and scientific ethics;

2. Younger than 45 by January 1 of the year of application;

3. Generally have Ph.D. degrees or professional titles of associate professor level (or above) or equivalent technical titles;

4. Have outstanding innovative achievements or creative research results that are recognized by peers both in China and abroad, have promoted the development of their own disciplines or relevant disciplines, or have major influence on the national economic and social development;

5. Have experimental facilities and human and material resources required to conduct research in China, and have sufficient time and energy to conduct the research proposed;

6. Have citizenship of China, and the employer in Mainland China should be the fixed and only one of the applicant, work in Mainland China for at least six months each year during the period of research. Mainland China hereinafter refers to all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly governed by the State Council of China, excluding Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions.

II. Notification
1. The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars mainly checks on the academic attainment and creativity of the applicants. In order to ensure fair competition, please do not fill in the names of the “project group members” in the application form;

2. In the abstract part of the application, please provide “main academic achievements”;

3. This fund belongs to the talent category, so in the project title section, applicant should put “research area” rather than specific research title;

4. In the appendix section, please provide statistics of the papers indexed and cited. 

III. Application submission
Please use the general application form of NSFC’s project and, according to the Outlines for Writing Proposals for the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars, provide accurate information, write the main text and attach relevant supplementary materials. The academic committee or expert panel of the home institution should make rigorous selection according to the requirements, and after evaluation and signing the recommendation, submit the application to NSFC in accordance with requirements specified in the “Notification on several matters relevant to the application and completion report for NSFC’s project in 2008” (abbreviated as the Notification”.

National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (with foreign citizenship)

In order to give full play to the advantages of overseas scientific and technological talents, attract young overseas Chinese professionals of high academic level and good potential for further development to conduct basic research in China, NSFC set up the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (with foreign citizenship) in 2005, supporting Chinese scholars under the age of 45 and with foreign citizenship to conduct basic research in Mainland China on full time basis. 

Mainland China hereinafter refers to all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly governed by the State Council of China, excluding Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions.

I. Eligibility of applicants:
1. Have the willingness to make contributions to the development of science and technology and the economic construction of China, and the capability to work in China full time during the implementation of the project;

2. Younger than 45 by January 1 of the year of application;

3. Have been officially employed by a host research organization, and, before submitting application, have no fixed employment in foreign countries, and the home institution is the only employer of the applicant;

4. Have Ph.D. degrees and have been awarded full professorship or equivalent technical titles by the home organization;

5. Have high academic level, strong organizational capability and are able to master research directions, have experience of doing research in universities or research institutes outside China, and have been in charge of several important research projects, have rich research experiences and research achievements recognized by domestic and international peers, and are influential in specialized disciplines;

6. Research proposed has clear directions, important scientific meanings, prospects of development and belonging to international frontier areas, and may promote the development of relevant disciplines and talent fostering;

7. The home organization has good research support and environment, and can provide sufficient human and material resources and experimental facilities.

II. Notification
1. The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars mainly checks on the academic attainment and ability to grasp the research directions of the applicants. In order to ensure fair competition, please do not fill in the names of the “project group members” in the application form;

2. In the abstract part of the application, please provide “main academic achievements”;

3. This fund belongs to the talent category, so in the project title section, applicant should put “research area” rather than specific research title;

4. In the appendix section, please provide statistics of the papers indexed and cited. 

III. Application submission
Please use the general application form of NSFC’s project and, according to the Outlines for Writing Proposals for the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (with foreign citizenship), provide accurate information, write the main text and attach relevant supplementary materials. The home institution should check the application, and verify the state of employment and full-time work of the applicant. The academic committee or expert panel should make rigorous selection according to the requirements, and, after evaluation and signing the recommendation, submit the application to NSFC in accordance with requirements specified in the “Notification”.

The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars and the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (with foreign citizenship) plan to fund 180 people in 2008. The funding is for 4 years, with a funding amount of 2 million yuan per person (1.4 million yuan for mathematics and management sciences)
Young Scientists Fund

The Young Scientists Fund is the starting fund for young scientists. It aims at stabilizing young research team, fostering backup talents, supporting independent research, stimulating creative thinking and continuously strengthening the capability of young people to make innovation, conduct coordinated research and promote the development of young scientists.

The Young Scientists Fund has about the same application, evaluation and management mechanism as the General Program. Applicants should be able to do independent research, and the research group should be consisted of mainly young people. The research period is 3 years in general. Applicants should be less than 35 years old by January 1 of the year of application (born on or after January 1, 1973). Those who have already had the project of the Young Scientists Fund (including 1 year Small Grant for Exploratory Studies) can not apply for this fund again. Applicants should follow the Outlines for Writing the Proposals for the Young Scientists Fund when writing proposals.

In 2007, the Young Scientists Fund supported 3,336 projects. The total funding was 617.37 million yuan and the success rate of funding increased 5.09% than that in the previous year. While the number of applications increased by 26.75%, the average funding per project was 185.1 thousand yuan, which was 43.6 thousand less than that in 2006, and the average funding rate was 19.74%, which was 1.52% higher. In 2008, the average funding will be kept at 200 thousand yuan per project, and the rate of funding will be further increased.
Statistics of Funding for Young Scientists Fund in 2007
Unit: 10,000 yuan

	Scientific department
	Proposals

received
	Projects and funding approved
	Funding rate

(%)

	
	
	Projects

funded
	Funds
	Percentage of the total (%)
	Average funding per project
	

	Total
	16,896
	3,336
	61,737
	100
	18.51
	19.74

	Mathematical and Physical Sciences
	1,072
	322
	6,438
	10.43
	19.99
	30.04

	Chemical Sciences
	1,564
	360
	6,239
	10.11
	17.33
	23.02

	Life Sciences
	6,484
	1,138
	19,423
	31.46
	17.07
	17.55

	Earth Sciences
	1,456
	429
	8,337
	13.50
	19.43
	29.46

	Engineering and Materials Sciences
	2,931
	576
	11,670
	18.90
	20.26
	19.65

	Information Sciences
	2,331
	391
	7,818
	12.66
	19.99
	16.77

	Management Sciences
	1,058
	120
	1,812
	2.94
	15.1
	11.34


Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences

The development of young scientists is even more important for the development of mathematical and physical sciences. The Department has always been paying attention to fostering and supporting young scientists, and the funding rate has always been higher than that of General Program projects. In 2008, the Department will maintain higher funding rate for the Young Scientists Fund so as to give more young people the opportunity to do independent research, and foster outstanding talents for basic research.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan

	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate

(%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate

(%)++

	Mathematics
	Basic mathematics
	39
	570
	36.11
	40
	630
	28.78

	
	Applied mathematics and

computational mathematics
	32
	480
	35.16
	44
	714
	31.43

	Mechanics
	General mechanics
	9+1*
	224
	34.48
	15
	296
	33.33

	
	Solid mechanics
	24+2*
	659
	22.81
	40
	874
	30.08

	
	Fluid mechanics
	21+1*
	529
	35.48
	15
	329
	25.00

	
	Interdisciplinary mechanics
	3+3*
	118
	24.00
	8
	178
	19.51

	Astronomy


	astrophysics
	9
	308
	36.00
	9
	204
	33.33

	
	Astronomical measurements and celestial mechanics
	5
	177
	26.32
	5
	118
	27.78

	Division I of

Physics
	Condensed matter physics
	30
	834
	32.26
	44
	949
	29.93

	
	Atomic and
molecular physics
	14
	374
	35.90
	11
	251
	30.56

	
	Optics
	17
	509
	32.69
	25
	551
	29.76

	
	Acoustics
	7
	206
	30.43
	10
	229
	30.30

	Division II of Physics
	Basic physics and particle physics
	10+1*
	212
	40.74
	15
	221
	40.54

	
	Nuclear physics
and nuclear

technology and
application
	14+3*
	408
	33.33
	22
	475
	31.88

	
	Particle physics and experimental facilities for

nuclear physics
	6
	168
	25.00
	10
	228
	30.30

	
	Plasma physics
	7+1*
	203
	32.00
	9
	191
	30.00

	Total
	247+12*
	5,979
	30.49
	322
	6,438
	30.04

	Average funding per project
	23.57(23.08++)
	19.99


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Department of Chemical Sciences

The Department of Chemical Sciences upholds the principle of people first and fostering of innovative talents, brings into full play the maintaining and fostering role of the Young Scientists Fund, and steadily increases the scope according to the idea of controlling a proper funding level, trying to, on the basis of the funding scale of 2007, further raise the funding intensity to young scientists. The Young Scientists Fund stresses on supporting research projects with innovative ideas, giving less weight to research accumulation and research team evaluation, so as to facilitate the growth of young scientists. 
Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Chemical Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan 

	Divisions
	Year 2006
	Year 2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%)

	Division I
	Inorganic chemistry
	29
	708
	21.97
	41
	660
	23.43

	
	Analytical chemistry
	28
	606
	20.29
	42
	730
	21.11

	Division II
	Organic chemistry
	44
	1,095
	22.22
	65
	1,159
	25.29

	Division III
	Physical chemistry
	49
	1,122
	25.26
	67
	1,159
	25.57

	Division IV
	Polymer
	34
	810
	21.66
	44
	806
	24.18

	
	Environmental chemistry
	31
	715
	18.45
	41
	700
	21.35

	Division V
	Chemical engineering
	38
	939
	14.29
	60
	1,025
	20.20

	Total
	253
	5,995
	20.19
	360
	6,239
	23.02

	Average funding per project
	23.70
	17.33


Department of Life Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Life Sciences received 6,484 applications for the Young Scientists Fund in total (6,153 accepted), which was 1,073 more than that in 2006 (an increase of 19.83%), and 1,129 projects were funded (excluding small grant for exploratory studies) compared with 808 projects in 2006, with a funding rate of 18.35% and an average funding of 171.4 thousand yuan per project (220 thousand yuan in 2006). In 2007, the Department allocated 700 thousand yuan in the Young Scientists Fund to support research in psychology. In the future, the Department will continue to follow the principle of NSFC Young Scientists Fund to stabilize young research team, foster backup talents, stimulate innovative thinking, support independent research and give steady support to young scientists. For details of application, please see the section of General Program of the Department in this guide.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Life Sciences in the Recent Two Years
Unit: 10,000 yuan 

	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate

(%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate

(%)++

	Division I
	Microbiology
	25+3*
	558+24*
	15.30
	38
	649
	14.79

	
	Botany
	21+5*
	469+40*
	19.26
	21+2*
	351+16*
	12.71

	Division II
	Ecology
	23+2*
	505+16*
	18.52
	36
	621
	20.69

	
	Forest science
	12+5*
	261+40*
	18.48
	19+2*
	325+16*
	17.07

	Division III
	Biochemistry, biophysics and molecular biology
	28+4*
	622+32*
	16.84
	33
	560
	14.80

	
	Cell biology
	35+4*
	762+32*
	25.32
	49
	833
	31.41

	
	Genetics
	25+4*
	545+32*
	20.57
	37
	624
	28.03

	
	Immunology
	35
	773
	14.96
	46
	783
	22.77

	Division IV
	Neuroscience and psychology
	43+1*
	943+8*
	20.56
	63
	1,081
	27.04

	
	Biomedical engineering
	39
	858
	17.41
	53
	1,023
	22.46

	Division V
	Agricultural science
	54+1*
	1,179+8*
	16.08
	84
	1,428
	19.05

	Division VI
	Animal husbandry, veterinary and aquatic sciences
	41+1*
	901+8*
	15.27
	65+2*
	1,098+16*
	20.00

	
	zoology
	10+4*
	219+32*
	19.18
	15
	256
	18.07

	Division VII
	Physiology and pathology
	93+1*
	2,042+8*
	14.92
	129
	2,195
	18.45

	
	Preventive medicine and hygienics
	58
	1,278
	15.59
	79
	1,345
	19.80

	Division VIII
	Basic clinical medicine I
	87+1*
	1,908+8*
	13.73
	120
	2,039
	16.93

	Division IX
	TCM and materia medica
	56+1*
	1,241+8*
	13.32
	74
	1,278
	15.38

	
	Pharmacology
	36
	800
	14.01
	48+2*
	813+16*
	16.61

	Division X
	Basic clinical
medicine II
	87+4*
	1,913+32*
	13.17
	120+1*
	2,049+8*
	15.36

	Total
	808+41*
	17,777+328*
	15.69
	1,129+9*
	19, 351+72*
	18.50

	Average funding per project
	21.33 (22.00**) 
	17.07 (17.14**) 


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Average funding for three year projects of Young Scientists Fund.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies, calculation is based on the number of applications accepted.
Department of Earth Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Earth Sciences received 1,456 applications for the Young Scientists Fund in total from 328 units and funded 429 projects, with the funding rate of 29.5% and the total funding of 83.37 million yuan. In 2007, among the projects of Young Scientists Fund, universities undertook 197 projects, accounting for 45.92%, and research institutes undertook 218 projects, accounting for 50.82. Continuously fostering outstanding young scientists is one of the important goals of NSFC. The Department will further strengthen its funding to young and especially outstanding young talents. The Young Scientists Fund is mainly for fostering young talents, provides more opportunities for young scholars in their early career, and supports them to grow faster.
Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Earth Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Science division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%)

	Division I
	Geography

(including soil science and remote sensing )
	109
	2,942.0
	23.29
	196
	3,800.0
	29.52

	Division II
	Geology
	39
	1,059.0
	28.47
	61
	1,185.0
	29.47

	
	Geochemistry
	24
	648.0
	28.24
	30
	596.0
	28.85

	Division III
	Geophysics and space physics
	23
	621.0
	29.11
	32
	618.0
	29.63

	Division IV
	Marine science
	44
	1,188.0
	28.03
	63
	1,226.0
	29.44

	Division V
	Atmospheric science
	34
	918.0
	28.10
	47
	912.0
	29.56

	Total
	273
	7,376.0
	26.07
	429
	8,337.0
	29.46

	Average funding per project
	27.02
	19.43


Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences received 2,932 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, which was 35.13% more than that in 2006, a rather high increase. It funded 576 projects, with a total funding of 116.70 million yuan. The average funding per project was 202.6 thousand yuan and the funding rate was 19.65%. In order to encourage innovation, foster young research talents and ensure a high approval rate and funding intensity of the Young Scientists Fund, the Department, when drafting the plan for 2008, adopted the policy of “maintaining the funding scale for General Program and increasing its funding intensity, and expanding the funding scale of the Young Scientists Fund and raising its funding rate and maintaining its funding intensity”.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)++

	Materials Science I
	Metallic materials
	26+3*
	716.00
	16.11
	48
	1,028.00
	19.59

	Materials
Science II
	Inorganic non
metallic materials
	43+8*
	1,166.00
	17.35
	79+1*
	1,590.00
	19.05

	
	Organic polymer materials
	29+3*
	809.00
	18.18
	48
	1,010.00
	19.75

	Engineering Science I
	Metallurgy and
mining science
	22
	551.00
	14.01
	41
	800.00
	20.30

	Engineering Science II
	Mechanical engineering
	65+1*
	1,651.00
	17.89
	100
	2,000.00
	20.41

	Engineering Science III
	Engineering thermo physics and energy use
	32+6*
	880.00
	18.10
	59
	1,180.00
	20.14

	Engineering Science IV
	Architecture, environment and
structural engineering
	72
	1,901.00
	15.55
	118
	2,405.00
	18.73

	Engineering Science V
	Hydrology
	29+3*
	745.00
	18.93
	46
	920.00
	19.41

	
	Electrical engineering
	23
	610.00
	15.23
	36
	737.00
	21.05

	Total
	341+24*
	9,029.00
	16.83
	575+1*
	11,670.00
	19.65

	Average funding per project
	24.74 (25.72**)
	20.26 (20.27**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

Department of Information Sciences

In 2007, the number of applications for the Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Information Sciences had a large increase. 2,331 were accepted, which was 581 or 33.2% more than that in 2006. Among them, Division III had an increase of 43.16%. The Department, on the basis of maintaining the average funding of about 200 thousand per project (including small grant for exploratory studies), allocated from the discretionary budget of the Department 17.52 million yuan to fund young scientists projects, so as to maintain the same funding rate as in 2006. In 2007, 391 projects were funded, including 26 small grants, with an average funding rate of 16.77%. In 2008, the Department will continue to pay attention to applications for Young Scientist Fund, and ensure the funding rate about the same or higher than that of the General Program projects.
Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Information Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate++ (%)++

	Division I
	Electronics and
communication system
	85+11*
	2,132
	19.16
	101+2*
	2,177
	15.35

	
	Signal and new types of information processing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division II
	Computer science
	84+14*
	2,159
	17.92
	111+9*
	2,213
	17.14

	
	Network and information security
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division III
	Control theory and control engineering
	54+11*
	1,383
	19.76
	82+2*
	1,659
	17.80

	
	System science and
system engineering
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	AI and intelligent system
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division IV
	Semiconductor science and information devices
	56+7*
	1,573
	16.90
	71+13*
	1,769
	17.21

	
	Information optics and
photoelectric devices
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Laser technology and
technical optics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	279+43*
	7,247
	18.40
	365+26*
	7,818
	16.77

	Average funding per project
	22.51 (24.79**)
	20.00 (20.92**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

Department of Management Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Management Sciences accepted 1,058 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, accounting for 25.24% of the total in General Program, Young Scientists Fund and Regional Fund. While the total number of applications in the Department kept constant, applications for Young Scientists Fund increased 18.48%. After evaluation, 120 projects were funded, which was 11.11% increase compared with 108 projects in 2006, much higher than the 3.7% increase for General Program. They accounts for 23.95% of the total projects in General Program, Young Scientists Fund and Regional Fund of the Department, which is higher than 22.01% in 2005 and 22.78% in 2006. The total funding was 18.12 million yuan, about the same as 18.18 million yuan in 2006. The funding was 19.34% of the total for General Program, Young Scientists Fund and Regional Fund in the Department, which was slightly lower than 21.46% in 2006. The funding intensity was 151 thousand yuan per project, which was also lower than that in 2006. In 2007, the funding scale expansion in the Young Scientists Fund reflected the policy of giving preferential support to young scholars, and was in accordance with the policy of “proper increase of funding scale and lowering the funding intensity” of NSFC. However, since the number of applications for Young Scientists Fund increased so much, the average funding intensity was lower.

The Division I of the Department accepted 305 applications for the Young Scientists Fund, which was an increase of 22.98% from 248 in 2006, and funded 40 projects. The Division II accepted 359 applications, which was an increase of 26.41% from 284 in 2006, and funded 41 projects. The Division III accepted 394 applications, which was an increase of 9.1% from 361 in 2006, and funded 39 projects. Please see the following table for the funding of the Young Scientists Fund in the last two years.

In 2008, we shall fund more projects through the Young Scientists Fund, and slightly increase the funding amount per project.

The requirements given in the general description of the General Program in the Department of Management Sciences in this guide also apply here, so please read carefully before applying.

Funding for Projects of Young Scientists Fund in the Department of Management Sciences in the Recent Two Years

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%) 
	No. of projects
	Funds 
	Funding rate (%) 

	Division I
	Management science and
engineering
	37
	610
	14.92
	40
	606
	13.11

	Division II
	Business administration
	35
	595
	12.32
	41
	619
	11.42

	Division III
	Macro-management and policy
	36
	613
	9.97
	39
	587
	9.90

	Total
	108
	1,818
	12.09
	120
	1,812
	11.34

	Average funding per project
	16.83
	15.10


Notes: Statistics all include projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.
Fund for Less Developed Regions

The aim of setting up the Fund for Less Developed Regions is to strengthen support to scientists working in the remote areas and minority regions where research foundation is weak, which currently includes such provinces and minority autonomous regions as Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Tibet, Guangxi, Hainan, Guizhou, Jiangxi and Yunnan, and Yanbian Korean Prefecture. The Fund is used to stabilize and foster researchers in these regions, support and gather outstanding talents by supporting their research, and serve the construction of innovation system and coordinated development of science and technology in these regions. Its characteristics is the promotion of talent training and development by using the model of the management for General Program in coordination with national major strategic plan of coordinated regional development and by strengthening the communication and cooperation with local governments The research period is 3 years in general. Please follow the outlines of the application for the Fund for Less Developed Regions when filling in the application form.

In 2007, 559 projects were funded, with a total amount of 101.96 million yuan. The number of funded projects increased by 0.8% compared with that in 2006. The average funding per project was 182.4 thousand yuan, 43.5 thousand yuan less than that in 2006. The funding rate was 19.47%, 3.70% higher than that in 2006. In 2008, the average funding per project will be increased to 250 thousand per project and the funding rate will be gradually increased in the future.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in 2007

Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Scientific department
	No. of applications
	Projects and funding approved
	Funding rate (%)

	
	
	No. of projects
	Total funding
	Percentage of the total (%)
	Average funding per project


	

	Total
	2,871
	559
	10,196
	100
	18.24
	19.47

	Mathematics and Physical Sciences
	111
	30
	595
	5.84
	19.83
	27.03

	Chemical Sciences
	238
	49
	869
	8.52
	17.73
	20.59

	Life Sciences
	1,793
	326
	5,817
	57.05
	17.84
	18.18

	Earth Sciences
	177
	45
	756
	7.41
	16.8
	25.42

	Engineering and Materials Sciences
	269
	59
	1,254
	12.30
	21.25
	21.93

	Information Sciences
	161
	31
	596
	5.85
	19.23
	19.25

	Management Sciences
	122
	19
	309
	3.03
	16.26
	15.57


Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences

The Fund for Less Developed Regions in mathematical and physical sciences is aimed at creating good research environment for these regions, fostering and stabilizing an appropriate amount of researchers, fostering talents in basic research for local scientific and technology development, and increasing the capability of solving urgent scientific problems in the development of national economy. In project review, special attention is paid to the construction of research teams and researches which have good basis with characteristics and relative strength.

Please find the followings for the funding in the last two years in various disciplines of the Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Mathematical and Physical Sciences in 2006 and 2007 

                                  Unit: 10,000 yuan                                            
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate

(%)

	Mathematics
	Basic mathematics
	5
	102
	33.33
	6
	115
	37.5

	
	Applied and
computational mathematics
	7
	148
	25.92
	7
	140
	38.88

	Mechanics
	General mechanics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Solid mechanics
	4
	139
	33.33
	2
	40
	28.57

	
	Fluid mechanics
	2
	61
	66.67
	2
	41
	40.00

	
	Interdisciplinary mechanics
	
	
	
	1
	19
	50.00

	Astronomy
	Astrophysics
	2
	60
	33.33
	2
	40
	33.33

	
	Astronomical measurements and celestial mechanics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physics I
	Condensed matter physics
	1
	25
	11.11
	4
	80
	21.05

	
	Atomic and molecular physics
	1
	22
	33.33
	0
	0
	0

	
	Optics
	3
	78
	42.86
	2
	40
	33.33

	
	Acoustics
	1
	36
	100
	0
	0
	0

	Physics II
	Basic physics and particle physics
	2
	51
	50.00
	3
	60
	50.00

	
	Nuclear physics and nuclear technology and application
	
	
	
	1
	20
	50.00

	
	Particle physics and experimental facilities for nuclear physics
	1
	29
	100.00
	
	
	

	
	Plasma physics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	29
	751
	26.61
	30
	595
	27.03

	Average funding per project
	25.90
	19.83


Department of Chemical Sciences

On the basis of stabilizing the funding scale of the Fund for Less Developed Regions, the Department of Chemical Sciences will make efforts to further increase the research level and efficiency of the Fund, stabilize a batch of research talents for basic research, and continuously reduce the gap with developed regions. Applicants are encouraged to do research related to the local resources so as to promote the economic development of the regions.
Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Chemical Sciences in 2006 and 2007











Unit: 10,000 yuan

	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)

	Division I
	Inorganic chemistry
	3
	71
	11.11
	6
	104
	19.35

	
	Analytical chemistry
	4
	86
	22.22
	5
	97
	21.74

	Division II
	Organic chemistry
	11
	255
	19.64
	17
	304
	21.52

	Division III
	Physical chemistry
	7
	158
	21.88
	9
	151
	20.00

	Division IV
	Polymer sciences
	2
	50
	18.18
	1
	20
	16.67

	
	Environmental chemistry
	4
	83
	20.00
	6
	102
	20.00

	Division V
	Chemical engineering
	6
	163
	17.14
	5
	91
	20.83

	Total
	37
	866
	18.59
	49
	869
	20.59

	Average funding per project
	23.40
	17.33


Department of Life Sciences

In 2007, there were 1,793 applications to the Department of Life Sciences for the Fund for Less Developed Regions (1,636 were accepted), which was 155 more than that in 2006 (an increase of 9.46%). 326 projects were funded (238 in 2006), including 6 within the Joint Fund for Less Developed Regions, the funding rate was 19.93% and the average funding was 178.4 thousand yuan per project (220.4 thousand yuan per project in 2006). In the future, the Department will continue to give steady support to researchers in less developed regions, and encourage researches related to local resources and natural conditions. For details, please look at the sections in the General Program of the Department in this guide to program.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Life Sciences in 2006 and 2007









Unit: 10,000 yuan
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate

(%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate

(%)++

	Division I
	Microbiology
	10
	216
	14.29
	14
	252
	18.92

	
	Botany
	10
	216
	14.29
	18
	317
	19.35

	Division II
	Ecology
	13+1*
	315+8*
	18.42
	13
	255
	20.63

	
	Forest science
	9 +1*
	207+8*
	14.93
	16
	273
	20.00

	Division III
	Biochemistry, biophysics and molecular biology
	4
	86
	14.29
	6
	109
	18.75

	
	Cell biology
	4
	83
	14.81
	5
	85
	20.00

	
	Genetics
	5
	105
	14.71
	7
	123
	19.44

	
	Immunology
	6
	124
	15.00
	7
	123
	19.44

	Division IV
	Neuroscience and
psychology
	4
	84
	12.50
	5
	89
	19.23

	
	Biomedical engineering
	3
	59
	15.79
	4
	65
	21.05

	Division V
	Agricultural science
	38
	825
	14.23
	55
	996
	20.45

	Division VI
	Animal husbandry,
veterinary and aquatic
sciences
	28
	660
	16.00
	36
	666
	20.93

	
	Zoology
	6
	130
	14.29
	7
	126
	18.92

	Division VII
	Physiology and
pathology
	19
	411
	14.29
	21
	358
	20.00

	
	Preventive medicine and
hygienics
	18
	392
	14.17
	25
	459
	20.33

	Division VIII
	Basic clinical medicine I
	12
	272
	13.64
	24
	409
	20.00

	Division IX
	TCM and material
medica
	24
	525
	14.12
	33
	583
	19.30

	
	Pharmacology
	9
	192
	14.52
	10
	181
	18.87

	Division I
	Basic clinical
medicine II
	16
	343
	14.41
	20
	348
	19.61

	Total
	238+2*
	5,245+16*
	14.65
	326
	5,817
	19.93

	Average funding per project
	21.92 (22.04**)
	17.84


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including the projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies, and calculation is based on the number of applications.

In 2007, there is no Small Fund for Exploratory Studies in the Fund for Less Developed Regions.

Department of Earth Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Earth Sciences accepted a total of 166 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions from 70 universities and research institutions, and funded 45 projects with the funding rate of 25.4% and a total funding of 7.56 million yuan. Among the funded projects, 35 are from universities, accounting for 77.78%, and 9 from research institutes, accounting for 20%. In 2008, while maintaining the funding rate, the funding intensity per project will be increased.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Earth Sciences in 2006 and 2007

Unit: 10,000 yuan

	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)

	Division I
	Geology (including soil science and remote sensing)
	16
	368.0
	14.29
	29
	487.0
	25.22

	Division II
	Geology
	2
	46.0
	14.29
	4
	67.0
	28.57

	
	Geochemistry
	2
	46.0
	16.67
	3
	50.0
	25.0

	Division III
	Geophysics and space physics
	1
	23.0
	25.0
	2
	33.0
	28.57

	Division IV
	Marine Science
	1
	23.0
	20.0
	1
	17.0
	25.0

	Division V
	Atmospheric Science
	3
	84.0
	15.79
	6
	102.0
	24.0

	Total
	25
	590.0
	15.06
	45
	756.0
	25.42

	Average funding per project
	23.60
	16.80


Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences accepted 269 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions (15 rejected) with a small increase compared with that in 2006. Applications in mining science and metallurgy, architecture, environmental and structural engineering, mechanical engineering and hydrology account for a large percentage of the total, which reflected strong regional features and the character of applied research of the projects in the Department. In order to foster basic research talents in less developed regions and encourage basic research related to local economic development, the Department adopted some preferential policies for the less developed regions when establishing the funding plan, namely, increasing the funding rate while maintaining relatively high funding intensity. The Department funded 59 projects with 12.54 million yuan. The average amount of funding per project is 212.5 thousand yuan with a funding rate of 21.93%.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Engineering and Materials Sciences in 2006 and 2007

Unit: 10,000 yuan 

	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	Projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)
	Projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)

	Materials Science I
	Metallic materials
	5
	125.00
	16.13
	7
	140.00
	21.21

	Materials Science II
	Inorganic and non-metallic materials
	6
	155.00
	18.75
	6
	160.00
	23.08

	
	Polymer materials
	3
	82.00
	12.00
	6
	129.00
	26.09

	Engineering cience I
	Metallurgy and mining science
	8
	222.00
	22.86
	9
	180.00
	21.43

	Engineering cience II
	Mechanical engineering
	5
	134.00
	12.82
	8
	160.00
	19.51

	Engineering
cience III
	Engineering thermo physics and energy utilization
	1
	27.00
	6.67
	2
	40.00
	22.22

	Engineering
cience IV
	Architecture, environmental and structural engineering
	3
	81.00
	7.32
	10
	220.00
	20.83

	Engineering cience V
	Hydrology
	7
	164.00
	20.59
	8
	165.00
	24.24

	
	Electrical engineering
	2
	49.00
	15.38
	3
	60.00
	21.43

	Total
	40
	1,039.00
	15.09
	59
	1,254.00
	21.93

	Average funding per project
	25.98
	21.25


Department of Information Sciences

In 2007, the number of applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Information Sciences had a large increase with 161 accepted, which were 52 more than that in 2006 and an increase of 47.71%. In order to maintain the funding rate and funding level for regional projects, the Department allocated 1.05 million yuan more from its discretionary budget to fund regional projects. In 2007, 31 projects were funded, including 2 small grants, with a funding rate of 19.25% and an average funding of 193 thousand per project (2 small grants are included). In 2008, the Department will continue to give preferential support to the Fund for Less Developed Regions, and try to ensure its funding rate higher than that of the General Program. All eligible researchers are welcome to apply.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Information Sciences in the Recent Two Years
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)++
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)++

	Division I
	Electronics and communication system
	5+2*
	135
	31.81
	8
	159
	17.39

	
	Signal and new type of information processing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division II
	Computer science
	8+2*
	206
	19.61
	12+1*
	244
	18.57

	
	Network and information security
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division III
	Control theory and control engineering
	3+1*
	80
	22.22
	3+1*
	73
	19.05

	
	System science and system engineering
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	AI and intelligent systems
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division IV
	Semiconductor science and information devices
	4
	107
	22.20
	6
	120
	25.00

	
	Information optics and photoelectric devices
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Laser technology and technical optics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	20+5*
	528
	22.94
	29+2*
	596
	19.25

	Average funding per project)
	21.12 (24.55**)
	19.23 (20.03**)


Notes: * Projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

** Not including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

++ Including projects of Small Fund for Exploratory Studies.

Department of Management Sciences

In 2007, the Department of Management Sciences accepted 122 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions, which was 6.9% lower compared to 131 applications in 2006, accounting for 2.91% of the total applications for projects of General Programs, Young Scientists Fund and Fund for Less Developed Regions. In 2007, 19 projects were funded, 2 more than that in 2006. The total funding reached 3.09 million yuan, a little more than 2.95 million yuan in 2006. The average funding is 162.6 thousand yuan per project, and the funding rate is 15.57%, which is the highest among the General Program, Young Scientists Fund and Fund for Less Developed Regions, reflecting the preferential policy to researchers in less developed regions.

In 2007, the Division I of Management Science accepted 25 applications for the Fund for Less Developed Regions, which is an increase of 66.67% compared with 15 applications in 2006, and 4 were approved. The Division II accepted 16 applications, a decrease of 38.5% compared with 26 applications in 2006, and 3 were approved. The Division III accepted 81 applications, a decrease of 10% compared with 90 applications in 2006, and 12 were approved. Please look at the following table for the funding of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the last two years.

In 2008, the Department will increase the funding amount per project and the total number of projects will be decided according to the actual number of applications.

The requirements given in the general description of the General Program in the Department of Management Sciences in this guide is also valid for applying for the Fund, so applicants are requested to read carefully.

Funding for Projects of the Fund for Less Developed Regions in the Department of Management Sciences in 2006 and 2007
	Division
	2006
	2007

	
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate (%)
	No. of projects
	Funds
	Funding rate  (%)

	Division I
	Management science and engineering
	2
	34
	13.33
	4
	70
	16

	Division II
	Business administration
	3
	51
	11.54
	3
	53
	18.75

	Division III
	Macro management and policy
	12
	210
	13.33
	12
	186
	14.81

	Total
	17
	295
	12.98
	19
	309
	15.57

	Average funding per project
	17.35
	16.26


Note: No projects of Small Grant for Exploratory Studies in the Fund for Less Developed Region were funded.

Science Fund for Creative Research Groups

In order to provide steady support to frontier research topics in basic science and to foster and bring up researchers and research groups with innovative abilities, NSFC has set up the Science Fund for Creative Research Groups. 

The Fund supports research groups which carry out basic research or applied basic research in China focusing on key research orientations and which have prominent young scientists as pacemakers or backbones.

Candidates for the Fund are recommended by the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Education, China Association for Science and Technology and the scientific departments of NSFC. 

Candidates recommended should submit applications and supplementary materials, and fill in the general application form of NSFC with accurate information in accordance with the Outline for writing the application form for the Science Fund for Creative Research Groups. After checking and commenting by relative home institutions, application forms shall be sent to NSFC.
The Fund plans to finance around 28 groups in 2008. The funding for each group is 5 million yuan for 3 years (3.5 million yuan per group for mathematics and management sciences). 
Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao

In order to take advantage of the overseas (including Hong Kong and Macao) resources of science and technology and encourage overseas excellent young scholars to work to the interest of our motherland, from the year 2008 on, NSFC will combine the projects financed by the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Young Scholars and the Joint Research Fund for Hong Kong and Macao Young Scholars with the “Two-base” projects under the category of International Cooperation and Exchange Program, giving birth to the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao, which supports overseas (including Hong Kong and Macao) excellent scholars under the age of 50 to conduct high-level joint research with researchers in mainland China.

I. Eligibility for application
Overseas Chinese scholars applying for the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao should meet all the following requirements:
1. Cherishing the love for the socialist motherland and advocating fine academic style and scientific ethics;

2. Doing research abroad, in Hong Kong or in Marco, but can guarantee working in the mainland for more than two months every year in general;

3. Under the age of 50 by January 1 of the year of application;

4. Holding professional titles of associate professor level (or above) in that country (or region), chairing a laboratory or an important research project abroad (copies of certificate of professional title and awarding documents of the on-going project should be provided.);

5. Having made innovative academic achievements or scientific and technological results that are recognized by international peers, the proposed research is on the international research frontier, enjoying necessary basis for cooperation with partners at the mainland China who should exhibit equivalent high-level research capabilities;

6. Having fixed down the home institution in mainland China (home institution refers to the institution where the collaborator in mainland China works) and signed a cooperative agreement. In the agreement, the following main points should be mutually agreed upon:

1) The title, research orientation and proposed goals of the joint research project;

2) The home institution should provide main experimental facilities, human resources and other materials necessary for the joint research;

3) The applicant should work in the home institution for more than 2 months every year.

II. Mode of funding
The Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao adopts the “2+4” model, namely, 200,000 yuan will be provided for the first two years, and, after the successive procedures of application, oral defense and evaluation at the end of the first two years, 800,000 to 1,200,000 yuan will be given for another 4 years to those projects playing an active role at the forefront of international academic research, enjoying substantial collaborative research, displaying high potential for further development, in accordance with the percentage of not exceeding 25% of the total number of projects financed by this fund in the first two years.

III. Notification
1. The Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao mainly evaluates the academic level of the applicants and the basis for cooperation.

The applicants should first find their collaborators and home institutions in mainland China and sign the agreement of cooperation with them before applying for the Fund.

3. Information about the collaborators should be filled in the first line of the “Group Members”.

4. Names of the applicants’ institutions and the applicants’ professional titles should be written in English.

5. One applicant and his/her collaborator may only apply for one project at a time. Besides, they should have no on-going project of this category (including projects financed by the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Young Scholars and the Joint Research Fund for Hong Kong and Macao Young Scholars, and the “Two-base” projects).

IV. Application and submission
In filling in the application form for the National Natural Science Fund which is used for the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao, applicants should provide accurate information and relevant supplementary materials according to the requirements of the Outlines for writing applications for the Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao. The application shall be submitted to NSFC via the applicants’ home institutions.

The academic committees or expert panels of the cooperative institutions should make rigorous checks on the applicants and their collaborators and provide comments in accordance with the regulatory conditions. The research management departments of the home institutions send the electronic-form applications to NSFC after the confirmation of the electronic information, and then they should send one copy of the applications in paper form and supplementary materials (including agreements) to NSFC.

The Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Scholars and Scholars in Hong Kong and Macao plans to provide 80 awards in 2008. Each award lasts for 2 years, proffering an amount funding of 200,000 yuan.
National Science Fund for Talent Training in Basic Science

The National Science Fund for Talent Training in Basic Science accepts applications from the national bases for talent training in basic science (including experimental bases).

In 2008, the Fund plans to finance 12 facility construction projects, 20 capability- enhancing projects and 8-10 teacher-training projects. The total funding is 51.80 million yuan.
I. Projects and requirements
1. Project of facility-construction for talent fostering

This type of projects is intended to build a platform for fostering innovative talents with unique advantages and characteristics by fostering practical capability as the starting point, with a view to promoting the coordinated development of knowledge, capability and quality and providing strong support for high-quality innovative talents for our country. The priority is directed to applications received from the western and northeastern parts of China.
Project contents: teaching ideas of undergraduate practice and goals of training, experimental education system and contents, facility construction and its educational functions, targets, etc.

Number of projects: 12 in 2008.

Funding: 1.2 million yuan per project for 3 years.

2. Project of capability-enhancing
Capability-enhancing projects comprise two parts: one is for scientific training of undergraduate students in basic disciplines and the other is for enhancing practical fieldwork capabilities in earth sciences and biology.

1) Project of scientific training

It aims at promoting the integration of research and education, strengthening the training of scientific research capabilities and improving the comprehensive qualities of undergraduates. Universities should make full use of existing research platforms such as national, provincial and ministerial key labs, experimental teaching centers, etc., to encourage teachers, especially key teaching staff, to strengthen the scientific research training of undergraduate students in basic scientific disciplines through research projects and integration with SRT projects in universities, so as to achieve a coordinated development of knowledge, capability and quality of undergraduates.

Project contents: ideas about the scientific research training of undergraduate students, basis states, and main contents, planning, targets of research training, etc. 

Project requirements: applications should be made through university departments with the instructors as responsible persons of the sub-projects.

Number of projects: 14 in 2008.

Funding: 1.8 million yuan per project for 3 years.

2) Project of enhancing fieldwork capabilities

Set up for earth science and biology, the project aims at improving the capabilities of students in fieldwork and solving practical problems. This project encourages the sharing of resources among universities, joint training, and making effective complementary use of regional strength and the strength of individual universities. The principal application unit should have the capability of receiving students from other units to participate in the field work.

Project contents: natural advantages of field bases, original foundation, practice contents and relevant arrangements, ability to receive training and relevant plans and target, etc.

Number of projects: 6 (2 in earth science and 4 in life science) in 2008.

Funding: 1.8 million yuan per project for 3 years.

3. Project of backbone teachers’ training
On the basis of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, this project continues to support the training of young teachers. Through seminars on basic courses and training classes, this project is intended to strengthen the academic and teaching capabilities of young teachers. Teachers from the western parts and remote regions of China are encouraged to take part in this type of project in the hope of strengthening the radiating effects.

Project contents: training, exchange activities and seminars for young backbone teachers, such as basic courses, experimental classes, research training, and basic research in mathematics, physics, chemistry, earth sciences and biology. 

Project requirements: This program uses contract method to appoint relevant universities to implement the projects and make summaries. Eligible science bases are welcome to submit applications.

Number of projects: 8-10 projects in 2008.

Funding: 100,000-200,000 yuan per project.
