Foreword

As a primary channel for funding basic research in China, the National Natural Science Fund mainly supports scientists from universities and research institutions that enjoy fine research facilities for and capabilities of conducting innovative research. Since the Regulations came into force on April 1st, 2007, NSFC has been following the spirit of the Regulations conscientiously in every respect of its work and has been unremittingly implementing the Eleventh Five-Year Plan for the Development of the National Natural Science Fund. Based on the accurate understanding of the strategic position of the Science Fund, NSFC spares no effort to create a harmonic environment favorable for innovation, so as to lift the overall quality of basic research in China and strengthen the national capabilities of indigenous innovation.
Following the development trend of basic research and the overall layout in the Eleventh Five-Year Plan for the Development of the National Natural Science Fund, NSFC has made necessary adjustments on its funding structure. Starting from 2008, the Free Application Projects, Young Scientists Fund and Fund for Less Developed Regions, three sub-categories of General Program in the past, are redefined as three program categories. Free Application Projects are now categorized as General Program, still belonging to Research Program. The funding rate of General Program will be controlled and the average amount of funding per project will be gradually increased, so as to increase the support for innovative research projects. Young Scientists Fund and Fund for Less Developed Regions are now classified into the Talent-Training Program, and their funding scope will be increased and the average amount of funding per project will be decreased so as to play the role in fostering young talents and maintaining research teams in less developed regions.

After the adjustment, the program structure of NSFC now consists of three main systems, namely, Research Program, Talent-Training Program and Environment Construction Program. Research Program comprises such categories as General Program, Key Program, Major Program, Major Research Plan, Substantial International Cooperation Program, etc. Talent-Training Program is constituted by the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars (including those with foreign citizenship), Young Scientists Fund, Science Fund for Less Developed Regions, Fund for Creative Research Groups, Joint Research Fund for Overseas Chinese Young Scholars, Joint Research Fund for Hong Kong and Macao Young Scholars, National Fund for Fostering Talents in Basic Research, etc. The Environment Construction Program is composed of Tianyuan Fund for Mathematics, Special Fund for Basic Research on Scientific Instruments, Research Fund for Outstanding National Key Labs, Fund for Public Understanding of Science, Special Grant for Key Academic Journals, Joint Funds, Fund for International Cooperation and Exchange, etc. Research Program is mainly aimed at acquiring innovative research results and fostering S&T talents through innovative scientific research, consequently grinding the academic edge of the whole army of basic research. Research Program forms the part and parcel of the National Natural Science Fund, accounting for over 80% of the total budget. Taking the future competitiveness and long-term development into consideration, Talent-Training Program focuses on fostering a talent reserve in basic research, on supporting young researchers in their early academic carrier, on stabilizing the research teams in less developed regions, and on fostering academic leaders and their research groups. Environment Construction Program is mainly intended to support the improvement of research environment, to attract social investment in basic research, and to promote public understanding of science and basic research. With respective preferential focuses, the three main systems are complementary to each other, forming the integrated funding system of the National Natural Science Fund.

In order to help scientists better understand its funding policies, NSFC, following the principle of openness, fairness and justness, released the Guide to Programs of the National Natural Science Found: 2008 (hereinafter abbreviated as the Guide to Programs), which would extend guidance to all applicants in their selection of the proper categories of programs, research areas and orientations of investigation when applying for the Science Fund with research topics proposed on their own initiative.

Applications for projects of most program categories are accepted by NSFC during the concentrated application period every year. By an increase rate of 11.12%, a total of 70,372 applications of various types were received during the concentrated application period in 2007, which means an increase of 7,042 applications in comparison with the same period in 2006. Applications for Young Scientists Fund grew by 26.75%, exhibiting the biggest surge. After preliminary review, 67,164 applications were accepted, and 3,208 rejected. For information of the distinct funding intensities and funding rates displayed by different program categories, readers are referred to relevant sections in the Guide to Programs.

The Guide to Programs presents an introduction of various types of programs, of which applications will be accepted during the concentrated application period in 2008. Notes on application and regulations on the limits on the total number of applications one applicant may submit are listed in great detail after the part of Foreword and are worth due attention from applicants. The overall funding facts of the General Program in each scientific department are orderly introduced, and concrete funding scopes in diverse disciplines and related requirements are introduced by respective divisions of scientific departments. Funding scopes and special requirements of Young Scientists Fund, Fund for Less Developed Regions and Key Program are comprehensively introduced by scientific departments. Other types of projects are introduced in general terms. Special requirements of certain types of projects for applicants are introduced seriatim in the main text of the Guide to Programs.

Applications for projects that are not listed in the Guide to Programs will not be accepted during the concentrated application period, and calls for applications for those projects and related guiding information will be announced at NSFC’s website (http://www.nsfc.gov.cn) or by other media. Applicants are advised to pay due attention to the updating of related information.

In the consecutive procedures of application acceptance, assessment and program management, NSFC will, strictly abiding by the Regulations and the principle of “macro-guidance, independent application, equal competition, peer review and support for the best”, strongly encourage fountainhead innovation, emphasize research merits, support disciplinary intercrossing and tolerance of different academic ideas, strictly observe pertinent regulations on the conflict of interests and confidentiality, and sincerely cherish the supervision from the scientific community and the general public. All scientists are welcome to submit high-caliber applications for the National Natural Science Fund.
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